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I	FULFILL	MY	OBLIGATION	TO		MY	ANCESTORS	
Zbigniew	Buraczynski	and	Jan	Boleslaw	Nycek	speak	with	Mosze	Zyslaend,	the	Chairman	of	the	Zychlin-Israel-
Ameryka	Refugee	Union	
	Captiion:	Mosze	Zyslender:	We	took	the	first	Step,	now	it’s	time	for	the	next.			Foto:	Tomasz	J.	Galazka		
—How	did	it	happen	that	today	you	live	in	Haifa,	Israel?		I was born in Zychlin in a Jewish family and lived there until 
1939. When the war broke out, after many tragic experiences, I managed to escape from Poland taken over by the Nazis. I was 
19 at the time. I got to Israel.	
—Was	there	a	large	Jewish	colony	in	Zychlin?	Before the Second World War, 3,700 Jews lived in Zychlin. Most of them 
were taken to the extermination camp in Chelma on the Ner, where they were murdered. Only a few survived, escaping abroad 
or hiding with Polish families. 
— On your initiative, a monument commemorating the murdered was erected at the Jewish cemetery in Zychlin. My 
great-great-grandfather family lived here - from the 17th century, first near Zychlinek in Pasieka. My ancestors were buried in 
this cemetery, completely demolished by the German Nazis. So I had a duty to remember this place both from history and to 
future generations.  The very idea of erectihg a monument was born many years earlier, but for various reasons that I would not 
like to talk about five minutes, so I came to Zychlin and within two months I erected this memorial with the help of local 
residents. she specially wrote, which made me joyful and was a moral reinforcement in making the project a reality. Zychlin’
s society, as I remember, lived very well with the Jews. My great grandfather took part in the January Uprising. 
—When was the refugee Union Zychlin-Israel-America founded? I don’t know exactly but some eighty years ago, when 
Zychlin’s Jews began to leave for Palestine and America, where they formed a relationship by pleading with those who came 
later. 
—How many people does the Association currently have? We have contacts with people living in the United States, 
Canada, Australia, France and other countries. Everyone from Zychlin is a member of the Union. When I came to Israel in 
1948,  almost 200 famiies from Zychlin lived there. About 4000 people belong to the Union, as it also includes the children of 
immigrants who were born both in Israel and in America. My son also wanted to come to Zychlin, also my daughter, who lives 
in Los Angeles, wants to come. They could not come to Poland beause the tickets were bought long before ad they had to wait. 
—What is the main goal of the Union and where is it based? The Union is headquartered in Tel Aviv and the main goal is 
to restore the memory of Zychlin, and now – to maintain contacts with the city where our families come from. We meet and 
share memories with younger generations. Every year, on the anniversary day, when the remaining Jews in Zychlin were 
transported to the Chelmno camp, we organize a meeting for the members of the Union. We remember and pray for the dead. 
—Who financed the construction of this monument in Zychlin? I wrote about my intention to all the Jews from Zychlin 
and they started sending me money so that I could clean up the cemetery. 
—Who is the author of this project? The author of the design and the bilingual inscription on the plates is myself, because I 
work as an architect and I am also a painter. 
—Do similar ties with other Polish cities exist in Israel? There are such relationships, but ours is the best. Also people from 
Kutno are focused on their own. We even provide them with premises for meetings. There are refugees from Sochaczew, 
Piotrkow and Lowicz. Books are published about the history and fate of Jews living in various Polish cities. 
—There are three plaques embedded in the monument from the former cemetery, how was it possible to save them? No 
matter with whom, two were embedded in the floor of a building erected by a German, and the third one was brought to me by 
one of the residents who kept it for the entire period and was not destroyed. 
—Have other tombstones survived? I found leftovers and I think we’ll find another one. I dont know how much is left, but 
I hope to find more. Every now and then we receive information about various souvenirs that remain. 
—.Apart from cultivating tradition, do the Jews from Zychlin intend to maintain other contacts, we mean – economic 
ones? I cannot answer that question yet. The most important thing is to maintain and expand contacts with Zychlin, at least for 
now. In the past period, few came, they visited the cemetery, prayed and now – I am convinced – that this city will be visited 
by more and more people. When we rebuild the cemetery, I will address the call to the exile and perhaps we will organize 
meetings here every year. 
—Maybe you have already come into contact with those who, having some capital, would like to invest in Zychlin? 
Some are very rich who have made millions of fortunes, but the economic matters that you ask me about, I haven’t spoken to 
yet. We are thinking about reconstruction of the Jewish synagogue, about the creation of a memorial room or even about the 
construction of a Jewish community centre. I want to organize a group that would come to Zychlin. Let him see and maybe 
decide to make business contacts. We took the first step, now it’s time for the next one. It is like throwing a snowball into an 
avalanche. 
—Your initiative will probably contribute to this.  First of all, the warm welcome by the residents of Zychlin, which 
exceeded my expectations, as well as the help of the administratie authorities headed by Miroslaw Chlebny and the dean of the 
Roman Catholic parish in Zychlin – Franciszka Sliwonika for which I would like to thank everyone very much. And when I 
return to Israel, I will tell all about this wonderful hospitiality. This will surely contribute to establishing more and more 
numerous and diverse contacts. 
—Congratulations on the implementation of the idea and thank you for the interview. 

Google translation by Ken Drabinsky Oct 28. 2021 
 


