
The	story	of	Szlama	Ber	Winer	told	by	Przemysław	Nowicki1	

20	years	ago,	I	came	across	the	story	of	Szlama	Ber	Winer,	who	was	then	known	as	Jakub	
Grojnowski,	thanks	to	the	book	by	Ruta	Sakowska,	Dwa	Etapy	(Two	Stages).	I	was	always	
interested	in	the	history	of	Jews	in	the	Eastern	Kujawy	region.	That’s	why	I	wanted	to	recreate	
the	records	of	the	mass	extermination	of	Jews	which	Szlama	left	in	the	Ringelblum	archives.		
In	Holocaust	literature,	until	2007	or	even	2009,	when	my	second	text	on	Szlama	Ber	Winer	
appeared,	this	research	was	much	advanced	in	comparison	to	an	earlier	edition	that	appeared	
in	the	regional	magazine.	Szlamka	was	referred	to	as	Jakub	Grojenowski,	Jakub	Grojanowski	in	
Western	scientific	journals	also	as	Szlamek	Bajler,	Szlamek	Fajner,	Szlamek	Winer	and	Szlamek	
Wiener	with	"e".		
Only	genetic	research	carried	out	by	me	from	2006	to	2009	clarified	this	matter	and	ensured	
me	that	his	name	was	really	Szlama	Ber	Winer.		
As	a	boy,	Szlama	participated	in	Cheder	classes.	Cheder	was	a	religious	school	for	boys	up	to	the	
age	of	five,	seven.	Then	he	was	a	student	of	the	elementary	school	in	Izbica	Kujawska.	He	
learned	the	trade	of	tailoring,	and	was	a	tailor.	End	1min	55	sec	

Then	war	 broke	 out.	 In	 1941	 a	Ghetto	was	 established	 and	 Szlamek	 lived	 there.	Ghetto	was	
located	 in	 Izbica	 Kujawska.	 The	 ghetto	 had	 an	 open	 concept	 and	 was	 concentrated	 on	 two	
streets;	Garbarska	Street	and	Listopada	11	Street.	Both	streets	were	connected	by	a	Synagogue.		
On	January	6,	Szlamek	reports	himself	to	the	employment	office	(ARBEITSÄMTER).		Because	of	
his	 bulky	 silhouette,	 he	 gets	 assigned	 to	work	 as	 a	 gravedigger.	 Next,	 he	 is	 sent	 to	 a	 camp,	
forest	commando	at	Chełmno.	The	forest	(work)	commando	was	a	selected	group	of	prisoners	
ranging	 from	 35	 to	 55	 man	 whose	 job	 was	 to	 throw	 and	 stack	 the	 gassed	 corpses	 of	 Jews	
brought	to	the	extermination	camp	in	Chełmno	(about	four	kilometers	from	Rzuchowski	Forest)	
into	the	graves.	This	was	Szlamek’s	day	to	day	job.		
	
The	Jews	used	to	be	insidiously	pushed	to	a	warm	room	on	the	First	Floor	to	undress	and	then	
go	down	through	a	 long	corridor	 in	underwear.	On	the	front	side	of	the	corridor,	there	was	a	
ramp	where	a	car	was	mounted.	The	vehicle	resembled	a	bath	with	showers.	On	the	way,	Jews	
were	receiving	soaps	and	towels,	but	at	the	very	end	of	the	corridor,	these	Jews	were	forcefully	
pushed	into	the	cars	with	whips,	a	number	of	about	60-90	Jews	per	car.	End	4min	10sec	
	
Later,	 the	 extermination	was	 carried	 out	 in	 such	 a	 way	 that	 the	 car	 was	 designed	 from	 the	
bottom,	there	were	exhaust	pipes	that	had	an	outlet	in	the	trailer.	This	operation	lasted	fifteen	
minutes	and	then	they	were	all	killed.	
“Gassed	 Jews	were	 thrown	out	 of	 the	 truck	 like	garbage,	 one	on	 top	of	 the	other,	 they	were	
pulled	by	their	legs	and	hair.	On	the	top	there	were	two	people	who	threw	the	bodies	above	into	
the	grave,	and	below	were	two	others	who	put	their	bodies	with	their	face	to	the	ground	in	such	
a	way	that	the	legs	of	the	other	were	lying	next	to	one	'head.	It	was	supervised	by	a	special	SS-
man	and	when	there	was	a	piece	of	space,	they	stuffed	the	child's	corpse	there.		
Different	 things	 happened	with	 the	 gravediggers,	 it	 depended	 on	 how	 the	 Germans	 selected	
them	each	day.	Those	who	were	strong	built	men	in	their	prime,	worked	at	burying	or	removing	



gassed	 bodies	 from	 cars,	 while	 those	 weak	 were	 selected	 for	 a	 group	 called	 the	 “eight”	
…according	 to	 Szlamek's	 statement.	 The	 “eight”	 dealt	 with	 laying	 bodies	 in	 the	 grave.	 After	
each	day	of	work,	the	Germans	would	shoot	them	“eight”	in	the	head	with	a	machine	gun.	
	
19	January	Szlamek	escapes	together	with	Podchlebnik.		
"I	quickly	unscrewed	the	window,	stuck	my	legs	out,	slid	lower,	grabbed	the	hand	of	the	chest	
and	put	my	feet	on	the	door	hinges	and	told	my	friends	to	close	the	window	immediately	after	I	
jump.	I	fell	down,	I	scrape	my	hand,	but	it	was	my	wish	not	to	break	my	leg,	I	would	prefer	to	
break	my	arm	because	the	most	 important	 thing	was	to	go	ahead	and	reach/	 find	the	 Jewish	
settlement/neighbourhood”.	End	6min	0sec	
	
Szlamek	Wiener	when	escaping	 from	Chelmno	he	was	passing	through	the	ghettos	 that	were	
not	 destroyed	 then,	 like	 Grabow	 where	 he	 passed	 his	 reports/	 story	 to	 Rabbi	 Szulman.	
Szlamek's	 idea	 was	 to	 inform	 the	 entire	 Jewish	 world	 about	 the	 Holocaust	 taking	 place	 in	
Chelmno.	 Next,	 he	went	 from	Grabowo	 through	 Koluszki	 to	 Piotrków	 Trybunalski,	 where	 on	
February	5,	1942	he	takes	a	false	name	Jakub	Grojenowski	in	front	of	the	Jewish	Council	in	the	
Piotrkowski	Ghetto.	Then	enters	the	Warsaw	Ghetto.	He	had	such	a	“kamikaze”	mission	to	pass	
as	many	ghettos	as	possible	and	to	 finally	 reach	Warsaw,	 to	Grenium,	 to	 the	most	 important	
people	who	still	functioned	in	this	already	small	Jewish	community	and	to	report	on	what	was	
happening	in	Chelmno.	He	went	through	the	ghettos,	talked	sometimes.		People	took	him	for	a	
madman,	but	he	continued	his	way	through	these	ghettos.	Later,	he	came	to	the	area	from	the	
Warta	country	to	the	territory	of	the	General	Government	and	there	he	passed	further	Jewish	
communities	and	ghettos.	From	Piotrków	he	went	to	Warsaw.	And	in	February,	he	was	already	
in	 Warsaw,	 where	 he	 goes	 to	 Hersz	 Wasser,	 the	 secretary	 of	 the	 Ringelblum	 archive	 the	
scientific	and	research	institute	that	collected	information	about	the	extermination	taking	place	
in	Poland.	He	passed	 information	that	was	 later	used	by	members	of	the	Ringelblum	Archive.	
End	8min	0sec	
	
On	the	basis	of	which	the	reports	of	the	Warsaw	Ghetto	Archives	were	compiled,	they	reached	
the	Polish	underground	and	then,	in	the	form	of	reports,	were	sent	to	London,	and	this	was	the	
first	 reported	 information	 which	 let	 the	 world	 know	 -	 long	 before	 the	murder	 of	 Jan	 Karski	
about	the	extermination	of	the	Jews.	End	8	min	24sec	
__________________________________________________________________	
1		Przemyslaw	Nowicki		(vimeo	translated	from	Polish)	

The	documentary	"Szlamek"	has	appeared	on	the	official	website	of	the	Ari	Ari	Foundation	
(2015	Website:	https://ariari-org.translate.goog/pl/?_x_tr_sl=pl&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=nui,sc	).		

The	material	is	devoted	to	the	history	of	Szlama	Ber	Winer	(1911-1942),	a	resident	of	Izbica	
Kujawska,	who	managed	to	escape	from	the	German	death	camp	in	Chełmno	on	the	Ner,	and	
then,	as	the	first,	he	gave	to	his	collaborators	the	secret	Archive	of	the	Warsaw	Ghetto	(the	so-
called	Ringelblum	Archive)	a	shocking	account	of	the	mass	extermination	of	Jews	and	Roma.		



Przemysław	Nowicki	is	responsible	for	the	script	of	the	document,	dealing	with	the	history	of	
the	Jewish	community	in	Poland	in	the	19th	and	20th	centuries,	who	was	the	first	to	discover	
Szlamek's	true	identity	(see:	P.	Nowicki,	Before	"he	came	from	the	afterlife",	his	name	was	
Winer.	Family	and	The	underground	Szlamka,	an	escapee	from	the	extermination	center	in	
Chełmno	nad	Nerem,	"Extermination	of	the	Jews.	Studies	and	Materials",	2009,	No.	5,	pp.	163-
192)	The	photos	were	taken	by	Olga	Apanosowicz-Katłu-bej,	Krzysztof	Gajewski	and	Marcin	
Ściegliński	and	the	sound	was	recorded	by	Dariusz	Armor.		

The	film	was	made	thanks	to	funding	from	the	Patriotism	of	Tomorrow	2015	program	run	by	
the	Museum	of	Polish	History	and	from	the	Ari	Ari	Foundation.	Below	is	a	link	to	the	Szlama	Ber	
Winer	project	website	[aka	Jakub	Grojnowski]	and	to	the	film.	A	month	after	the	material	was	
published	on	the	Vimeo	platform,	it	still	has	few	views.	This	post	aims	to	disseminate	
information	about	the	document.	(from	Izbica	Kujawska	Onlne	Facebook	notes	that	accompany	
vimeo	Feb	15,	2016).	

https://vimeo.com/151677321	

	

CREDITS	:	

Szlama	ber	Winer	was	born	in	Izbica	Kujawska.	He	was	an	escapee	from	the	extermination	
camp	in	Chelmno	nad	Nerem	and	was	the	first	to	hand	over	to	his	collaborators	the	secret	
Archive	of	the	Warsaw	Ghetto,	the	so-called	Ringelblum	Archive,	details	reports	on	the	mass	
extermination	of	Jews	and	Roma	in	the	Nazi	camp.	His	tetimony	became	the	first	
documentation	of	planned	Nazi	crimes	in	Poland,	released	to	the	public.	
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