
Izbica Kujawska Synagogue, September 15   Report 
Our contact in Izbica, Pzremysław Nowicki, was called out of town 
and unable to meet us. He did, however, reaffirm his willingness to 
help us plan our memorial visit to the town. 
 
Roberta and I were particularly interested in seeing the synagogue, 
one of the few remaining in the region and only the second we 
visited that retains the external appearance of a synagogue. ADJCP 
member Michael Schoenholtz had been able to obtain some 
information about the building. It was renovated with the idea that it 
would be used for “social and cultural purposes,” according to an 
article on http://izbica-
kujawska.com/index.php?function=show_all&no=492 , but it is 
currently being used as a warehouse. 
 

 
West side of synagogue 
 
That information turns out to be only partly correct. Rather than a 



warehouse, the building houses a clothing store. The exterior retains 
the distinctive appearance of a synagogue with tall, curve-topped 
windows and iron Stars of David over the top of them. This solid 
stone structure stands tall enough to have two or three stories, 
though doubtless the sanctuary was originally open to the ceiling 
with a women’s gallery reached by a staircase. 

 
Windows	adorned	with	the	Star	of	David		
 
The exterior has been restored to its original glory, with the 
anachronistic addition of an electronic sign mounted high on its 
façade advertising “suits” and other forms of clothing in scrolling red 
letters. Also, it’s attached to the neighboring Biedronka, a discount 
grocery store housed in a single-story, flat-roofed structure. We had 
to walk all the way around the building to the western side to find the 
entrance. Without any sign beside the door, I expected it to be 
locked, but I tried entering anyway. It opened. 
The interior looks nothing like a synagogue. The grey-painted space 
is broken up by large square columns, and although there is a high 



ceiling it doesn’t go as high up as the roof. Stairs to the left behind a 
glass partition lead to an upper story. The floor is packed with racks 
of clothing for men, women, and children. 
 

 
South	side	of	synagogue	connects	with	a	Biedronka	discount	grocery	store.	
Electronic	sign	advertises	the	offerings	in	the	clothing	store	
 
Roberta offered to buy me something. She said that she did 
something similar in the store she imagined was in the same location 
as her grandfather’s butcher shop in Przedecz. She went in a bought 
a red hat.  
 
Sadly, no Jewish population remains to frequent the building as a 
house of worship and at least the restored exterior provides public 
evidence of the former Jewish community.  
 
Because the building meets the contemporary needs of the current 
town residents, it continues to be cared for. Its roof remains intact 



and its walls strong, unlike the ruin in Żychlin. And unlike the 
Włocławek synagogues that were burned on Rosh Hashanah when 
the Nazis invaded, then replaced by an empty lot where people 
sometimes park their cars and a Communist-era apartment building. 
--  
Marysia  Galbraith	


