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JEWS IN IZBICA KUJAWSKA The section is devoted entirely to the 
history of Jews in Izbica Kujawska, with particular emphasis on the 
interwar period. This community played a very important role in the 
life of the settlement, especially in the economy, as this is just the 
beginning, as the pages will be updated on a regular 
basis.WELCOME !!! 
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The Jewish Religious Community in Izbica Kujawska    
From the 15th century, the basic unit of the Jewish self-government was the 
kehilla (an autonomous Jewish community), which decided about religious 
matters, conducted notarial and judicial activities, organized social 
assistance, represented the community outside, and was responsible for its 
activities before the authorities. In the nineteenth century, after the abolition 
of judicial separateness, the kehilla was limited almost exclusively to 
cultural, social and religious activities. The tasks of the kehilla included the 
maintenance of the rabbinate, religious facilities and cemeteries. He also 
provided the faithful with kosher meat, supervised the religious upbringing 
of the young and managed the community property. The community was led 
by a board that was elected for a six-year term in democratic elections. The 
chairman of the board was the chairman, who was elected by the majority of 
votes. The remaining members performed honorary and unpaid functions. 
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As a rule, paid municipal officials could not apply to the board. The 
Management Board performed executive functions, and its tasks included, 
inter alia, drawing up the annual budget, determining the amount of the 
commune fee for members, keeping a permanent register of commune 
members. 
 
Unfortunately, very little source material on the functioning of the board of 
the Jewish religious community in Izbica Kujawska has survived to the 
present day. It is known that on October 17 there were elections to the board, 
which eventually included: Eliasz Izbicki, Szoel Krakowski, Jakub Wiener, 
and Dawid Halter. Their deputies (in the event of resignation or death) were: 
Szyje Kotowski, Eliasz Rafałowicz, Michał Sochaczewski and Mojsze 
Rozental. This composition lasted at least from December 1922 to January 
1923. Further information on the composition of the board of the religious 
community appeared in 1929, when Eliasz Izbicki, on behalf of the "Board 
of the Jewish Religious Community in Izbica, the Koło County" certified 
social status of a commune member and releasing him from financial 
obligations towards her It is not certain, however, whether in 1924 in Izbica 
Kujawska, like in other towns in the region, elections to the board were held. 
Another mention comes from May 21, 1931, when the mayor of the 
commune, Józef Kujawski, informed the Poviat Starosty in Koło about the 
election of an eight-person composition of the kehilla board. The last 
elections were held in August 1936 and it is known that Eliasz Izbicki was 
the chairman of the board, and Mojsze Majer Łęczycki was one of the 
members.  One of the main tasks of the commune board was to adopt the 
annual budget. Only the budget from 1918 has survived to our times, which 
shows that the greater part of the community's income was allocated to the 
rabbi's salary. 
 
The chief clerk of the Jewish religious community was a rabbi, in Judaism 
he was the spiritual leader of the Jewish community (kehilla) with a wide 
range of functions (judge, religious teacher, casuist and priest) since the 
Middle Ages. The rabbi was highly respected among the Jewish community. 
In religious communities with less than 5,000 Jews, the rabbi was elected by 
all voters entitled to vote In almost the entire interwar period, i.e. from 1918 
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to 1936, Beer Kohn was the rabbi of Izbica Kujawska. He was born in 1873 
in Ozorków, in a family with rabbinical traditions. His father was a rabbi in 
Izbica Kujawska. Beer Kohn had a large family, at least 12 children 
(including daughters: Chaja, Laja, Jochewet, Estera, Frajda Ruchla, Dwojra, 
Gołda Rojza and sons: Abe, Hersz). His wife was Pessa née Kochański, who 
died in 1931. Rabbi Izbica died on February 25, 1937, and he gave his last 
religious wedding on December 10, 1936. In the period from the rabbi's 
death until December 30, 1937, the Jewish community in Izbica Kujawska 
did not have a rabbi's office. Szlama Grudziński became his replacement for 
Beer Kohn, but the date of his election is unfortunately unknown, as is his 
origin. He was most likely the last rabbi of Izbica. 
 
Szojchet was another paid official in the Jewish religious community. He 
performed ritual slaughter. He was subject to a number of religious laws. He 
had to be educated in the Talmud, be pious, and had to follow religious laws. 
In addition, the kosher butcher had to be at least 18 years old and have the 
knowledge necessary to determine whether a given piece is kosher. The 
rights of the ritual slaughterer were granted by the rabbi with a special 
permit called the kabala. In order to be eligible for ritual slaughter, the 
candidate had to undergo an internship, pass an exam in the knowledge of 
the laws governing shekhita (another name for ritual slaughter). A deaf, 
mentally ill or manually handicapped person could not perform the function 
of a shoychet. A woman could not perform the function of a shoychet either. 
Organizing ritual slaughter was one of the most important activities in the 
Jewish community. During the interwar period, at least two people in Izbica 
Kujawska had the function of shochet. However, it is not possible at present 
to establish whether both shoykhs performed their functions at the same 
time. In 1928, Dawid Abram Dawidowicz was the shochet in the 
community, and in 1936, the name of Hersz Lajb Frajlich, 51, appears in the 
files of the registry office, who reported the birth of 17-year-old Tauba 
Ruchla and Fradel, 13-year-old Zysla, and a year later 23 -year-old Chaim 
and 25-year-old Efroim Fiszel. Unfortunately, there is not much information 
about the ritual slaughterhouse itself. 
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The chazan, or cantor, was the person who conducted the service. Chazan 
was able to wander around towns to decorate the synagogue and the waiting 
community with improvised singing on Saturday prayers, he was usually a 
well-educated musician. In Izbica Kujawska, Wolkowicz and Hersz Wolf 
Frajlich were chazans. The latter is most likely the same man who performed 
the function of the shochet.   
 
The last of the paid officers in the Jewish religious community was the 
shames, i.e. the janitor-attendant. The shames' tasks included preparing the 
synagogue for services, he also served as secretary, messenger, herald and 
notary. There are no names of people who held these functions in the years 
1920-1936. According to birth, marriage and death certificates, the function 
of janitors in the years 1936-1938 was performed by Nysen Osięciński and 
Mojsze Majer Łęczycki. 

 
Assets of the religious community   
In the interwar period, the property of the Jewish religious community in 
Izbica Kujawska included: a synagogue, nurseries (bet ha-midrash, cheder), 
a mikveh, a ritual slaughterhouse and a cemetery.   
 
The synagogue was built in the years 1880-1895 on the site of an old 
wooden temple that existed at least from the beginning of the 19th century. 
The building was built on a rectangular plan, with a narrower vestibule on 
the west and a semicircular apse on the east.   
 
Bet ha midrash is a house of learning, research and searching. It was open 24 
hours a day for all Jews who had a need to satisfy and deepen their Talmudic 
knowledge, and often served as a night shelter. In Izbica Kujawska, prayers 
at bet ha-midrash were presided over by the local cantor Frajlich, and most 
likely in 1938, Izrael Mojsie Olewski, a 21-year-old Talmudist from 
Osięciny, a town located 25 km from Izbica Kujawska, studied there.   
 
The mikveh is a tank with running water for ablution and washing dishes 
contaminated with ritual impurity. From the Middle Ages it was associated 
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with a bathhouse, also referred to as this title. Boruch Izbicki was an 
employee of the bathhouse in Izbica Kujawska in the interwar period. 
According to one of the former inhabitants of the Kuyavian town, Wolf 
Gimpel, both the bet ha-midrash, the mikveh and the rabbi's apartment 
constituted one building complex.   
 
The Jewish cemetery, i.e. the Jewish cemetery, was established in the 18th 
century and in later years it was located on the hill behind the settlement. In 
the 20th century, it was adjacent to the Evangelical-Augsburg cemetery. The 
board of the Jewish religious community wanted to enlarge the area of the 
cemetery. On August 26, 1930, he sent a letter to the community office to 
obtain a certificate. However, the further fate of this case is unknown. 

 
Economic life of Jews 
In 1919, all shops in the settlement were owned by Jews. And it was they 
who set the tone for the economic life of the settlement. As reported by Wolf 
Gimpel, a Jew who lived in Izbica Kujawska in the interwar period, the 
Orthodox Jews completely monopolized the leather trade in the settlement. 
The Izbica furriers were: Boruch Bielawski vel. Tomianka, Michał 
Markowski, moreover, a leather shop was owned by Szoel Topiński. In 
1920, only 40 out of 52 shops in the settlement were owned by Jews. The 
"very wealthy" category included, inter alia, Mendel Salmonowicz's shop. In 
1935, there were 175 shops in Izbica Kujawska. It can be stated that the vast 
majority of them belonged to Jews.  The following people worked in sheet 
metal work in Izbica Kujawska: Chiel Majer Ferszt, Fałek Ferszt, Mojsze 
Wiland, Abram Złotnicki. At the beginning of the 1930s, 5 Jewish surnames 
were included in the list of animals and pigs slaughtered at the public 
slaughterhouse in Izbica. They were: Abram Rajs, Mendel Rozental, Fabiś 
Przedecki, Josef Torzewski, and majer Pietrykowski. In 1925, in Izbica 
Kujawska, there were 3 teammates' workshops. They were all in the hands 
of the Jews. The teammakers in this period were: Dawid Francuz, Zelig 
Bielawski and Szmul Walter. Another profession almost entirely dominated 
by Jews was hairdressing. In the 1930s, the profession of a hairdresser was 
performed, among others, by Abram Icek Myszkowski, Ber Myszkowski, 
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Hersz Lajb Myszkowski, Binem Zontag, Fiszel Blech, Szerman, Abram 
Kmiotek, Moniek Aleksander, Szyme Menche and Mendel Wiśniewski. In 
the mid-1920s, the owners of the bakery in Izbica were, among others Aron 
Rozental and Abram Gimpel. In addition, the profession of baker in the 
interwar period was performed by, among others Majer Sznek, Izrael 
Bauman, Szlojme Kłodawski. 
	
Jews constituted a fairly strong group among carters. Sara Sznek-Bosak (nee 
Jakubowska), the daughter of one of them, recalls: "My father Załme 
Jakubowski was a carter by profession. That means he had 2 horses of his 
own, a truck with 20-25 bushels, and a peasant whom he paid to help [ ...] 
Times were hard, if, for example, a horse died, and there was no insurance, 
and buying a horse was difficult without loans. I remember my mother 
selling jewelry that she had from her hen days [...] "Except Załme 
Jakubowski, the profession of carter in Izbica was performed by Szmul 
Jakub Jakubowski, Hersz Wolf Rozental, Jakub Załme Wilczyński and 
Mordka Babiacki.  During the interwar period, there were no larger 
industrial plants in Izbica Kujawska. Only the owners of motor mills, 
windmills and sawmills employed a greater number of workers. One of the 
mills in the settlement was owned by Mojżesz Bauman, who formed a 
partnership with Nusen Fajfel and Ruchla Nachtygal. Their factory was 
located at ul. Augustowska 7 and consisted of two rooms in which 10 
workers lived. In 1933, 13 employees worked at the mill. The owner of the 
sawmill at ul. Toruńska was Dawid Halter (member of the board of the 
Jewish religious community). In 1933, he employed 9 employees, and after 
his death in 1937, his property was divided among his immediate family. 
The company Krakowski-Bryl also owned a tree in the settlement. 
	
There were oil and candy factories in Izbica. They were all in the hands of 
the Jews. Tauba Czerniak was the owner of a manual and one-horse oil mill. 
Its plant was established in 1886, and entered into the records in 1928. One 
worker worked permanently in it, and the annual production oscillated 
around 3,000 liters. Lejb Wende and his wife Ruchla were involved in the 
production of sweets. The plant was established in 1894 and produced 3,000 
kg of candy annually. Wolf Gimpel recalls that in the period in question 
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there was a carbonated water factory owned by the Jew Aron Kenig.  Wolf 
Gimpel recalls: "As children we played after school in the street. From the 
windows of the craftsmen, we heard the words of songs [...]" In Izbica, 
Jewish craftsmen employed mainly members of their own families, unlike 
Polish competitors who were forced to employ strangers . The professions of 
great importance were tailoring, shoemaking and tinsmithing. Before the 
outbreak of World War II, there were 11 tailors in Izbica, and there were 
over 40 Jewish tailors (with only 3 in Poland). This professional group 
included, among others Dawid Lubiński, Szlojme Bryll, Mordke Babiacki, 
Kopel Radziejewski, Moszek Śliwka. The wardrobe was repaired by Mojsze 
Izrael Menche, Zacharje Kopel and Abram Wierzbiński. Shoemakers were a 
large group. In 1935, the shoemaker's guild had 30 members. This 
profession was practiced in Izbica by, among others, Szmul Kleczewski, 
Josef Nejhaus, Hersz Radziejewski, Gutman Piotrkowski, Szulim Zieliński.  
In addition to the aforementioned carters, in 1931, there were 5 transport 
companies in the Izbica settlement, of which 2 belonged to Jews, 2 were 
owned by a Pole, and there was also a Polish-Jewish company. Dawid 
Jakubowicz traveled on the Izbica Kujawska - Koło route. The same route 
was operated by a Jewish company: Gerszon Świętosławski-Dawid 
Wilczyński-Hersz Bombas. Dawid Łepek and Franciszek Kopczyński served 
the Izbica Kujawska-Łódź route, and the Izbica Kujawska-Włocławek-Koło 
and Izbica Kujawska-Łódź routes were serviced by vehicles of the Polish 
companies, Konstanty Konopka. Mojsze Aron Waldman was also the owner 
of the bus company, and the employed driver was Gutman Dżzdrów. 
In the interwar period, there was no public health service in Izbica 
Kujawska, and health care was provided by specialists running a private 
practice. From 1913, a medical assistant, Jakub Pajęcki, from Przedbórz, 
practiced in Izbica. He was remembered as an excellent specialist. Sara 
Sznek-Bosak recalls Pajęcki: [...] He healed wounds perfectly. During the 
First World War, he served as a paramedic. In those circumstances, he had 
more patients than the local doctor. He lived in the market square of 
Kopciński's (Kopczyński's) house. " Dr. Ester Gaworkowska, who finally 
left Izbica Kujawska in 1928, practiced in the settlement from the beginning 
of the 20th century, probably due to her marriage. From 1919, dental 
technician Mieczysław Arcichowski and Salomon Sochaczewski practiced 
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in Izbica. The latter ended his dental practice in the early 1930s. From 1926, 
a dentist Pessa Mazurek-Kleinman practiced in the town. Dr. Chaim Klein, 
born in 1896 (obtained his diploma in 1924), practiced in Izbica for 9 years. 
In the years 1936-1939 he worked as an internist in a hospital in Włocławek. 
In the years 1933-1939, Dr. Henryk Lipszyc (born in 1894) practiced in the 
settlement. Unfortunately, little is known about his activities. 
	
	
Jewish education, culture and sport    
There was a Jewish school - a cheder in Izbica Kujawska. Unfortunately, the 
conditions in it, as well as the methods of work, did not enjoy the trust of 
parents. Moreover, graduating from the "Polish" elementary school meant 
easier access to further education. Cheder was located at ul. Garbarska. 
From the account of Wolf Gimpel, who attended this school, we learn that 
he learned there "Torah" and "Tanach" and the Jewish language in speech 
and writing. The teachers were, among others Awram Bratman, Chemia 
Szmulewicz, Icyk Jakubowski and Froim Konfederat. Nysen Osieciński and 
Henoch Rozen were also teachers of the cheder. It is also worth adding that 
the classes in Primary School No. 2 were conducted by two Jewish women: 
Jochewet Bibrowska and Małka Koln, probably the daughters of Rabbi Beer 
Kohn. 

An important role among the Jewish 
community was played by the Jewish Community Library and Reading 
Room. This institution, apart from its statutory activity, also ran a drama 
club run by a medical assistant, Jakub Pajęcki. Performances by amateur 
theaters were also organized in the neighboring “Polonia” Theater. The 
Jewish library also had its own educational club for people aged 11-35. 
Monthly, 25 boys and 20 girls used it, as well as 30 adults. The day-room 
employed 7 people, who for 3 days a week, from 6.00 PM to 8.00 PM, made 
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a book collection of 2000 volumes available to the users of the day-room 
[read more below—Jewish Social Library*] 
 
There were two Jewish sports clubs in the settlement, namely "Makabi" and 
"Hasmonea". Music teacher Władysław Lewandowski even led the Jewish 
orchestra of the "Makabi" sports club, in which they played, among others 
Liman Wajsztok, brothers Szterling and Zieliński.  There were also several 
Jewish youth organizations in Izbica Kujawska. The Zionist organization 
"Hashomer Hatzair" organized an educational center for people aged 21 to 
40. 5 people were employed and it had 40 young people (30 men and 10 
women) and 35 adult members. Meetings were held once a month. There 
was also an intellectual circle in the organization. Another club was 
organized by the "Betar" Zionist Revisionist Organization. The classes were 
attended by 30 people aged 16 to 27 (boys and girls alike). There were 10 
people working in this club, and there were 20 adult members. As in the 
previously discussed organization, "Betar" also had an intellectual circle 
within its structures, and all presentations and academies were held twice a 
month. In 1939, this organization was already operating as the Union of 
Revisionist Jewish Youth, had a day-room, open twice a week, and had 20 
members aged 16 to 20.  The Central Association of Jewish Craftsmen in 
Poland was also active in Izbica Kujawska, guarding the interests of 
professional groups. There was also a branch of the "Cashless Loans" 
Gemilus Chesed. 
 
 
Polish - Jewish relations    
Due to the fact that Izbica Kujawska was inhabited by three nationalities: 
Polish, Jewish and German, these cultures permeated each other. It is 
impossible for such situations not to create mutual conflicts or prejudices. 
They could be best observed in the economic field. The Polish population 
was prejudiced against Jews, although this cannot be generalized. On 
January 24, 1919, at the request of several representatives of the local 
community, the Commune Council adopted a resolution to close shops and 
restaurants on Sundays and public holidays. This prohibition was of course 
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aimed primarily at Jews, who owned the vast majority of shops. In the same 
year, on April 24, 1919 to be precise, Jan Dziubich, a member of the 
regional council representing Izbica, demanded that not only Poles but also 
Jews participated in the repair of the road infrastructure in the settlement. He 
also protested against the Jewish shopkeepers, and in May of the same year 
organized a rally at which he openly urged Poles to take away gold and other 
valuables from Jews.   
 
Another escalation of conflicts took place against the background of private 
bus companies established in Izbica Kujawska. Most of the owners of these 
vehicles were Jews. In 1927, representatives of the Polish community 
accused Jewish vehicle owners of suspending Saturday's courses. There 
were allegations of working under the influence of alcohol. Poles also 
complained about the quality of service (including overloaded buses). 
Inspired by the National Democracy, pickets were organized in front of 
Jewish shops, which intensified after Józef Piłsudski's death. On March 1, 
1938, members of the National Party splashed ink on three signboards on 
Jewish-owned shops.  Of course, on the basis of the facts cited above, it 
cannot be said that the entire Polish population was hostile to Jews. There 
was no shortage of positive accents, such as the existence of companies with 
Polish-Jewish capital. An example can be the bus company Kopczyński-
Łepek. The Jews of Izbica cooperated with the Christian population, 
including in the Committee for Bringing Help to the Poorest in Izbica 
Kujawska. It was established on September 28, 1932 on the initiative of, 
inter alia, Fr. Guranowski, Mojsze Bauman, Dawid Halter, Eljasz Izbicki, 
Mojsze Śliwki. Another organization was the Association of Real Estate 
Owners, registered on July 17, 1935. Jews also significantly supported the 
activities of the "Committee for the Construction of the Freedom Garden in 
Izbica Kujawska" in the early 1920s. 
 
 
Holocaust during World War II    
In the Wartheland, the security police had the decisive vote in Jewish 
matters until the liquidation of the military administration. From October 26, 
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1939, they became the sole responsibility of Arthur Greiser. It was he who 
made the decision to mark the Jews as a Star of David, to deport and 
expropriate them, to impose forced labor on them, to prohibit the arbitrary 
change of place of residence, to prohibit the use of public transport and 
communication, to immediately cease all political, cultural and educational 
activities, and to liquidate public worship religious.  A matzevah has 
survived from the non-existent Jewish cemetery in Izbica Kujawska Before 
the war broke out, Jews constituted nearly 50% of the total population of  
Izbica Kujawska.  

 A	matzeva	has	survived	from	the	non-existent	Jewish	
cemetery	in	Izbica	Kujawska	

 
The persecution of the Jewish minority began as soon as the German troops 
entered the commune. Books of religious worship were burned in public, the 
occupiers organized parades of Jews in religious costumes around Plac 
Wolności, making them sing songs such as: "Hitler the golden taught us to 
work, and Śmigły-Rydz did not teach anything". In November, the Germans 
burned down the local synagogue. They also forced the rabbi of Izbica, 
Szlame Grudziński (Szlojme Gródzinski), to make a suicide jump from the 
roof of the synagogue. A ghetto was established for Jews at ul. Garbarska. 
However, it was of an open nature, and probably only a plaque informed 
about its existence. Mass displacement of Jews in the Warta Region began at 
the turn of September and October 1939 until mid-1940. The displaced 
people from Kujawy found themselves in several dozen towns of the 
General Government, mainly in the Lublin region. Another wave of 
resettlement began in mid-1941 and was preceded by the forced labor 
assignments, which started in 1940. On June 24, 1940, 225 people were 
directed from Izbica Kujawska to Poznań and Inowrocław. In 1941, another 
displacement of small groups took place. On March 9, 1941, a group of Jews 
from Rzgow was sent to the ghetto in Izbica Kujawska. The German 
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authorities were also moving Orthodox Jews from town to town. And so, at 
the beginning of January 1942, 15 Jews from Izbica were transported to 
Babiak, 10 km from Izbica.   
 
The ultimate goal of the occupant towards the Jewish population was not the 
mere resettlement of Jews and sending them to forced labor. The Germans 
were interested in the total extermination of the Jews. In July 1941, Heinrich 
Himmler had a conversation with Arthur Greiser. Then they decided to 
murder nearly 300,000 Jews. For this goal to be achieved, the Germans 
began building the extermination camp in Chełmno nad Nerem. It is worth 
noting that this was the first concrete decision of the authorities of the Third 
Reich to exterminate such a large number of Jews. The camp in Chełmno 
nad Nerem began to function on December 8, 1941. The first group assigned 
to the Chełmno camp were Jews from the Koło poviat, because they were 
the closest to the place of execution. 
 
In the first year of the war, the number of Jews in Izbica Kujawska 
decreased from 1,600 to 1,000. In order to transport Jews from Izbica to the 
extermination camp in Chełmno on the Ner, in mid-January 1942, an action 
was carried out in Izbica and nearby towns, with specially brought 
reinforcements from the gendarmes and German civilians, during which 
arrests were made at night and all Jewish families were locked in a closed 
church Catholic. After a few days, the Jews of Izbica were transported to 
Koło by trucks, which were unimaginably crowded. In order to 
accommodate as many people as possible in the cars, the Germans stuffed 
the prisoners with rifle butts. During the entire operation, Poles were 
forbidden to contact Jews. The Jews were not allowed to take any packages 
with them, explaining that they would not be needed. The German 
authorities told the deported Jews that they were going to work to the east. 
The staging of the trip to work was very skilful, and at the same time what 
was happening in the extermination camp was so secretive that the leaving 
Jews were not aware that they would soon die. There was a palace in the 
village of Chełmno, surrounded by an old park. The park area was fenced 
with a high fence made of boards in such a way that what was happening 
within the palace and park was completely invisible. At a distance of 4 km 
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from Chełmno, there was the Rzuchów forest, in which the bodies of the 
victims were initially buried and then burnt. Unfortunately, none of the Jews 
from Izbica deported to Chełmno were spared. Even a mother with a 
newborn child was taken out of the town. 
 
One of the four escapees from the extermination camp in Chełmno on Ner 
was Szlamek, also known as Jakub Grojnowski, a Jew from Izbica, who 
gave a shocking account of the extermination in Chełmno in the Warsaw 
ghetto. Unfortunately, he did not manage to survive the war and he died in 
Bełżec in April 1942. It is worth describing here the method of liquidating 
the Jews in the camp. They were killed in a specially constructed car. As 
Szlamek reported, it was “the size of an ordinary gray truck, hermetically 
closed with two doors at the rear. Inside it was covered with sheet metal, 
there were no seats. The floor was lined with wooden slats, like in a 
bathhouse, and covered with a straw. There were two sight glasses between 
the inside of the car and the driver's cab, through which the driver could use 
an electric lamp to determine if the victims had already been killed. Under 
the wooden slats there were 16 cm pipes reaching the driver's cabin. There 
was an opening at the outlet to which the gas was exiting. The gas pedal was 
in the cab. The driver in the SS uniform with the skull of the skull was 
probably about 40 years old, always the same. There were two such cars. " 
According to another witness of the crime, Michał Podchlebnik, the Jews of 
Izbica were murdered on January 14 and 15, 1942.   
 
Only one Jew, Adam Wiśniewski, survived the entire occupation in the 
town, hiding with a Polish family and then spending the rest of his life in 

Izbica. 
 
Gallery    
(See Website) 
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Jews in Włocławek and in the eastern Kujawy and Dobrzyń region., Włocławek 
2001  
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• Cackowski S., Cities in Dobrzyn and Kujawy in the late 18th and early 19th 
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• Chojnowski A., Concepts of the national policy of Polish governments in 1921-
1939  

• Czajka M., Lubraniec and surroundings, Przegląd Historyczny, 1978, issue 2  
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Nazi occupation, Bulletin of the Jewish Historical Institute, No. 13-14, 1955  
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• Góźdź Z., Lubraniec, Bydgoszcz 1995 
• Grunsztejn J., Kerner I., Regulations on the organization of Jewish Religious 

Communities, Warsaw 1927  
• Gruszczyńska M., Beginnings of Jewish settlement in Włocławek (1800-1845) 
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up by the mayor of Służewo, [in:] Descriptions of the eastern Kujawy towns of 
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cities Polski in the 19th century, Descriptions of cities from 1860, issue 1, 
Descriptions of cities in the eastern Kujawy region from 1860 (Warsaw 
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Not only did Poles organize and ran cultural and social institutions in Izbica 
Kujawska in the interwar period. Also, representatives of religious 
minorities in our commune had their own organizations aimed at promoting 
culture. Certainly, the Jews of Izbica stood out in terms of the scale of 
undertakings undertaken in this area. Below we present a study that outlines 
the history of the activities of the Jewish Community Library and Reading 
Room in Izbica Kujawska. The text was prepared on the basis of the latest 
research carried out by Przemysław Nowicki, a local researcher of the 
Jewish diaspora, in cooperation with Monika Polit, a yiddish scientist 
associated with scientific institutions in Warsaw (bibliographic note at the 
end of the article)   Placard of the performance "Sale of Józef" from 1928, 
(source: State Archives in Poznań. Konin branch, group: 54/35/0 "Files of 
the Izbica Kujawska commune (Koło district)" from [1848] 1870-1954, 
reference number 1292, sheet 11) 
	
At the beginning of the 20th century, there was a marked increase in interest 
among the Jewish population in literature in Hebrew and Yiddish. The price 
of books was high at the time and few people could afford to buy them. In 
order to remedy this, mass libraries and reading rooms began to be created, 
thanks to which less wealthy representatives of society could come into 
contact with broadly understood culture. The new trend has also reached the 
settlement of Izbica Kujawska. In October 1924, the Jewish Social Library 
and Reading Room in Izbica Kujawska were registered. Its predecessor was 
"Jüdische Gesellschaftliche Bibliothek", which was established during the 
German occupation of the Kingdom of Poland (1916-1917). In reborn 
Poland, the library was established by the Zionist Organization in Poland, 
which had its own branch in Izbica Kujawska. The Jewish Social Library 
and Reading Room functioned as an association. Pursuant to the legal 
requirements, it had a statute which defined the purpose and area of its 
operation, it had its own seals, and even had its own letterhead with an 
imprint. The association was chaired by a general meeting, which was 
elected by the board. Based on the preserved seals, it is known that in 1932 
in the year the chairman of the board was Josef Łepek, and one of its 
members was Zelig Wende. One of the basic goals of the library's executive 
body was the development of public reading, which involved the purchase of 
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books, keeping catalogs and reading statistics. The functioning of the library 
would not be possible without a specific financing system. Its basic source 
of income was membership fees, income events and voluntary donations by 
its members and fans. The library was probably not subsidized by the Jewish 
religious community, local authorities and other state institutions. 
 
Already at the end of the twenties of the last century, the library had 5,000. 
volumes in Yiddish, Polish, Hebrew and German. For comparison, in 1938 
there were two Jewish libraries in the district town of Koło, namely: the 
community library (with a book collection of 8,423 volumes) and the 
Library at the Jewish Social Club (with a negligible number of 120 volumes) 
It is certain that in 1933 the Izbica Kujawska had an educational club. It was 
used by people aged 11 to 35. Monthly it was visited by 25 boys, 20 girls 
and 30 adults. The staff of the day room consisted of seven people who, 
three days a week, from 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m., made the book collection 
available to borrowers, which amounted to 2,000 volumes. These were 
carefully selected items for young people that had been previously separated 
from the general book collection. 
 
The Jewish library in Izbica Kujawska also organized a number of cultural 
events. There was a theater club that prepared amateur performances. The 
performances took place on the stage of the Izbica "Polonia" Theater. It was 
located in a complex of buildings built in 1919 (next to the theater there 
were: a cinema, restaurant, post office and pharmacy), owned by Franciszek 
Kopczyński, an entrepreneur from Izbica. On October 2, 1928, on Tuesday, 
a five-act historical operetta was staged at the “Polonia” Theater. "The Sale 
of Joseph", based on a play written by Lateiner (probably: Joseph Lateiner 
(1853-1935), Romanian-born playwright, one of the precursors of Yiddish 
theater, later in his life creating in the USA). The program includes "French 
Post and various surprises". The actors, consisting of amateurs themselves, 
undoubtedly the library readers, had costumes borrowed from the Łódź 
Philharmonic. The show started at 8.00 p.m., and ended with dancing until 
the morning. In turn, on December 8, 1928 (Saturday), a historical operetta 
was staged in four acts entitled "Sabat Kodesh, or Chaje-Szmaje". The 
amateur performance was combined with singing and dancing 
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choreographed by Fajnman. It started at 20.00 and ended with a dance party. 
It should be mentioned that the Jewish library was responsible for similar 
events in neighboring communities. On January 4, 1930, in the city hall in 
Sompolno, an operetta performance in four acts, entitled "Dos Pintełe Jid - 
Punkt Judaizm", with the participation of Ola and M. Zilberberg, artists from 
the opera and folk theater in Tel-Aviv, and the Jewish library from Izbica 
Kujawska provided music. 
 
Sara Sznek-Bosak (born 1913 - date of death unknown), a native of Izbica, 
had fond memories of the activities of the Jewish Library and Community 
Reading Room in Izbica Kujawska in the interwar period: "We had the best 
library in Izbica. The authors were famous authors in the world, eg Wiktor 
Hugo, Ilya Erenburg, Arnold Zweig, Maksym Gorki, Władysław Reymont, 
Henryk Sienkiewicz, Tadeusz Boy Żeleński and many others. In the library, 
especially in winter on Friday evenings, discussions about literature and 
literature took place. [...] Girls they read in Polish. Boys in Yiddish, 
discussions were in both languages. In addition, we had drama clubs in 
which I was quite active. I played mostly old women. I was dressed in 
dresses, I was characterized by Pajęcki, a medical assistant ".   
 
Unfortunately, in the fall of 1939, the Jewish Social Library and Reading 
Room in Izbica Kujawska was closed. At the same time, it meant the 
cessation of activity by drama groups and theater groups. The policy of the 
German occupier towards the Jewish population was ruthless. The process of 
destroying the traces of Jewish culture began very quickly. The sad books in 
the synagogue, the library collections and the matzevas in the cemetery 
shared a sad fate. As part of the "die Endlösung der Judenfrage" (the final 
solution to the Jewish question) in January 1942, almost all Jews were 
murdered in the extermination camp in Chełmno on the Ner (Kulmhof). 
Poles who came into possession of abandoned movable and immovable 
property came across single copies of books that were not returned to the 
library on time. Some of them understood that it was one of the few 
remnants of the murdered minority and have preserved the books to this day. 
Others used parchment, leather from books, as building material. A similar 
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fate befell the matzevot, which the local authorities used to build curbs, and 
some roads and yards of the houses were hardened with them. 
 
We are not able to turn back time. We will not save what has been lost once 
and for all. The only thing that remains for us is to cherish the memory of 
people who lived among us and who probably never expected what the 
outbreak of World War II would bring them ...   
 
Thanks to the written consent given to the Izbica Kujawska Online website 
by the State Archives in Poznań Branch in Konin, we present to a wider 
audience a tangible trace of the activity of the Jewish Social Library and 
Reading Room in Izbica Kujawska. It is a photo of the poster which 
announced the 1928 spectacle "Sale of Józef" (described above).  
 

 A	poster	for	the	performance	entitled	"Sale	of	Józef"	from	
1928	(source:	State	Archives	in	Poznań.	Konin	branch,	group:	54/35/0	"Files	of	the	
Izbica	Kujawska	commune	(Koło	district)"	from	[1848]	1870-1954,	reference	number	
1292,	sheet	11)	
 
 
The original document is in the collection of the above-mentioned archive, 
group: 54/35/0 "Files of the Izbica Kujawska commune (Koło district)" from 
[ 1848] 1870-1954, call no. 1292, k. 11 and available for viewing on site in 
Konin.   
 
prepared by: Błażej Nowicki  based:  
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P. Nowicki, M. Polit, Jewish Social Library and Reading Room in Izbica 
Kujawska (1916 / 7-1933), "Zapiski Kujawsko-Dobrzyńskie" vol. 26: 
Eastern Kujawy and the Dobrzyń Land after the Second World War to the 
administrative reform in 1975, Włocławek 2011, pp. 141-154.   
 
P. Nowicki, Accounts of Sara Sznek-Bosak and Wolf Gimpel as a source to 
the history of Izbica Jews - before, during and after the Holocaust, "Zapiski 
Kujawsko-Dobrzyńskie" vol. 25: Jubilee: Magazines in eastern Kujawy and 
Dobrzyń in the 20th century and at the beginning of the 21st century, 
Włocławek 2010, pp. 153-165. 
	
_______________________________________________________________________________________-	
	

Biography  
Wolf Gimpel (1921-2004): his biography and memories   
Wolf Gimpel, who was the Jewish citizen of Izbica whose fate caught the 
attention of both Polish and German historians. In the fall of 2003, 
Przemysław Nowicki received Gimpel's memories. They were written on 
four one-sided A4 sheets of paper. The account was not written by the 
author, but probably by someone of his friends. The text in its entirety was 
first published in the 25th jubilee volume of "Notes from Kujawsko-
Dobrzyńskie" in 2010 (along with the memories of another person - Sara 
Sznek-Bosak). Four years later, the book by Volker Malla, "Die Häftlinge 
des KZ Außenlagers Hailfingen / Tailfingen" (Prisoners of the Hailfingen / 
Tailfingen subcamp), was released on the German publishing market, which 
was the result of over 10 years of collaboration between Volker Malla and 
Harold Roth in recreating biographies of concentration camp prisoners 
Hailfingen / Tailfingen (which is a subcamp of the German concentration 
camp Natzweiler-Struthof). Among the many profiles of prisoners there is a 
biography of Wolf Gimpel. In turn, at the beginning of the 90s of the last 
century, a documentary about Wolf was released. These are sufficient 
arguments to learn about the fate of this Izbiczan, right?    
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Wolf	Gimpel	(source:	V.	Mall,	"Die	Häftlinge	des	

KZ	Außenlagers	Hailfingen	/	Tailfingen",	p.	129)		

	
Wolf Gimpel was born on August 10, 1921 in Izbica Kujawska. He was the 
son of Michał Gimpel (born 1895) and Dobryś née Łepków (born around 
1885), a married couple who got married in 1919. The Gimpels lived at 
Garbarska Street, where they "bought poultry, calves and dairy products" . 
Wolf had numerous siblings: sisters Tauba (born around 1917; died August 
6, 1921) and Sura (born March 4, 1923), and brothers: Icek (born probably 
September 12, 1923; died February 19, 1932) r.) and Gimpla (born May 10, 
1915). The latter fought in the September 1939 campaign. His companions 
in the fight were other Izbiczanie of Jewish origin: Ruben and Sender 
Markowski and Mosze Przedecki. They all fought in the ranks of the 29th 
Grodno Infantry Division, which was part of the "Prussia" Army. After the 
defeat of the Battle of Piotrków Trybunalski, they were finally sent to the 
camp of Jewish prisoners of war in Biała Podlaska, where they were 
murdered in September 1939. Gimpel's parents did not escape death at the 
hands of the occupant. His mother died in 1942 in the Kulmhof am Ner 
extermination camp, and his father a year later in Auschwitz-Birkenau. As a 
child, Wolf Gimpel was a student of the Heder, a religious school 
maintained by the Jewish community, where children mainly learned to read 
in Hebrew from the primer and the Book of Leviticus. It is likely that Wolf 
spent most of the day in this school, he was very close to it, as it was located 
at ul. Garbarska, as well as his family home. Later, he went to a seven-grade 
elementary school (former Evangelical school), attended mainly by students 
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from the western part of the settlement and from the surrounding villages, 
where a large part of the inhabitants were Germans. Wolf Gimpel lived to 
see the beginning of the war in Izbica Kujawska and became convinced of 
the power of the anti-Jewish policy implemented by the Nazi authorities, 
including books of religious worship were publicly burned in Izbica, the 
occupiers organized parades of Jews in religious costumes around Plac 
Wolności, making them sing songs such as: "Nas Hitler the zloty taught 
work, and Śmigły-Rydz did not learn anything. In November, the Germans 
burned down the local synagogue, and an open ghetto was established at ul. 
Garbarska. In 1940, Wolf Gimpel found himself in the Łódź ghetto, which 
was established on February 8, 1940 in the northern part of the city (Bałuty 
district) and partly in the city center. It is not known exactly how long Wolf 
stayed there, but it can be assumed that he left the Łódź ghetto before his 
final isolation from the rest of the city (April 1940) and returned to Izbica. 
On June 22, 1941, he was deported to a labor camp in Poznań. Then, on 
August 23, 1943, he was sent to the Auschwitz concentration camp, and then 
to the coal mine in Jaworzno (it was a sub-camp of Auschwitz). On October 
26, 1944 he was sent to Stutthof (it seems, however, that it is Struthof, a 
camp superior to Hailfingen / Tailfingen - note by BN) and from there at the 
end of November 1944 to the concentration camp of Hailfingen / Tailfingen 
(KZ-Außenlager Hailfingen- Tailfingen). He worked in a kommando in the 
Reusten quarry and had to transport the bodies of prisoners with 
wheelbarrows to mass graves and bury them there. This is how this period in 
his life after many yearswasreportedbyWolf:   
“It was a bitter welcome back then (arriving at night in the rain to 
Tailfingen), with dogs, one could say, skinned us to the bone [...] The name 
of the camp manager I cannot recall. I only know that we gave him the 
nickname "Tarzan". The man was very brutal and beat prisoners many 
times. Moreover, I might add that the prisoner, who I believe was from 
Lithuania, was shot by SS-Mann because he had taken a beetroot. We 
prisoners were led to work in the column. We walked past a ditch with 
fodder beets. The prisoner ran out of line and took a beetroot. When SS-
Mann saw this, he shot him with a submachine gun. " 
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After the liberation of the Hailfingen camp, Wolf Gimpel was deported to 
Dautmergen in mid-February 1945. From Dautmergen, the guards ordered 
the remaining prisoners to move towards Lake Constance. Those who were 
unable to walk were shot.  
"Then they took us to the barn and we knew: The end is coming. They 
brought barrels of gasoline and they wanted to blow us up or burn us. There 
was a misunderstanding between the SS men and they didn't. We were driven 
out again during the night and we were supposed to run towards Lindau. 
Rumor was circulating that they could drown us there on a ship. French 
tanks finally arrived on April 21, 1945. The prisoners rushed towards them, 
the Germans threw grenades at them. There were hundreds of people killed. 
In Ostrach in Upper Swabia, we reached a forest, in which the SS fought 
against Moroccan troops. The survivors were released on April 22 in 
Altshausen and Ostrach. The next morning I went with my friends to 
Saulgau: ... and then it was the end. It was sunny, spring came. "    
 
The Gimpel marriage (source: www.kz-gedenkstaette-hailfingen-
tailfingen.de) From April to August 1945, Wolf Gimpel stayed in Landsberg 	

The	Gimpel	marriage	(source:	www.kz-gedenkstaette-hailfingen-
tailfingen.de)	
and then he settled in Munich. There he married Zwetla / Zwitka, née 
Metzger (born on April 3, 1922 in Dąbrowa Górnicza). They had two 
children: Salomon and Dora (born December 24, 1946). Wolf left for Israel 
after 1948, but professional matters made both Israel and the newly created 
Federal Republic of Germany become parallel places for Gimpel to live - 
adopted homelands. Wolf Gimpel has been running a business in the tourism 
and hotel industry for many years. In the capital of Israel - Tel-Aviv, he 
owned a hotel called "Hotel Adiv", he also ran a similar activity in Munich. 	
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As part of a query by the "National Socialism in the Tübingen County" 
group at the University of Tübingen, Utz Jeggle interviewed Wolf Gimpel 
on February 14, 1986. At Utz Jeggle's invitation, Wolf Gimpel and his wife 
visited Rottenburg and Tailfingen in the spring of 1988. At the turn of 
1991/1992, Wolfram Frank made, commissioned by "Der Haus der 
Geschichte Baden-Würtemberg", the documentary "Return - the testimony 
of Wolf Gimpel" (original title: "Rückkehr - Das Zeugnis des Wolf 
Gimpel").   
 
In 1997, Wolf Gimpel contacted Thomas Meffert, who was writing his thesis 
on KZ-Außenlager. Gimpel visited Poland several times, including Izbica 
Kujawska, because he still had Polish friends from the school bench. During 
Gimpel's visit in 2000 to Izbica Kujawska, Przemysław Nowicki met him.  
Wolf Gimpel died in 2004 in Herzliya Pituach. The exact date of his death is 
disputed. Przemysław Nowicki, referring to information obtained from Eran 
Steinbach, the manager of "Hotel Adiv", states that the death took place in 
May. The exact date of April 22, 2004 is given in the publication by Volker 
Malla.  Wolf Gimpel's report is published below.  
 
During the preparation of the text of the report for the publication in 
"Zapiski Kujawsko-Dobrzyńskie", Przemysław Nowicki corrected spelling 
and stylistic errors. He left the spelling of the names, parties and 
organizations in it unchanged. In square brackets, he completed the text of 
the relation.   
 
For the purposes of this article, on the Izbica Kujawska Online website, I 
removed a significant part of the footnotes added by Przemysław Nowicki, 
leaving only four, shortened by me, which are enclosed in brackets. 
 

WOLF GIMPEL'S REPORT    
Excerpt from the first page of Wolf Gimpel's account (source: private 
collection of Przemysław Nowicki) I was born in Izbica Kujawska. From the 
day I began to understand and remember, the financial [and] social situation 
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was not easy. Most of the Jews had financial problems. The main 
professions were: tailoring, shoemaking, tinsmithing and small trade. There 
were a few wealthy citizens in Izbica, but there was no middle class. As for 
the liberal professions - there was no local - [a] if, they came from the area. 
But there was Palęski's medical assistant (Jakub Pajęcki, a medical assistant 
- B.N.), and everyone trusted him. As children, we played in the street after 
school. From the windows of the craftsmen, we heard the lyrics of the songs. 
Most Jews were religious, even orthodox. We prayed three times a day. 
There was a synagogue, a chazan Wolkowicz. There was a choir of children 
and youth. Next to the synagogue, there was a Beth Hamidrash, where the 
Chazan Herszt Wolf Frajlich and his two sons prayed. Rabbi Baruch Kohen 
also lived there (it is about Rabbi Beer Kohn 1873-1937 - note by B.N). 
There was also a mikveh where Baruch Izbicki worked. This building now 
houses the commune office (Wolf Gimpel's mistake, the offices of the 
Commune Cooperative were located there, the building was demolished in 
2008, in its place a private owner built a commercial facility - note B.N). 
 
At the age of five or seven, we went to the Heder. We learned "Torah" and 
"Tanach" - "" [and] at the same time we learned the Jewish language in 
writing and reading. Our teachers were: Awram Bratman, Chemia 
Szmulewicz, Icyk Jakubowski, Froim Konfederak. At the age of seven, we 
started learning at a Polish school There was tension, beatings between 
Jewish and Polish students, and frequent shouts of "Jews to Palestine" were 
heard. In the 1930s, the Bej tar, Szomer Hatzair and the "Makabi" sports 
club were founded, which also had an orchestra led by Lewandowski. The 
orchestra played, among others, by the Szperling brothers, the Zieliński 
brothers, and Lipman Wajsztok. This supposedly regulated life lasted until 
the death of Józef Piłsudzki (about Józef Piłsudski, Marshal of Poland 1867-
1935 - note by B.N.) in 1935. The situation worsened considerably. The 
tension between Poles and Jews grew. A highly anti-Semitic party was 
formed, and the slogan "Jews to Palestine" was repeated [was], as well as 
fairy tales about using the blood of Polish children to bake matzah [which] 
they stuck in the heads of simpleton. Not to mention militias - battering 
players who would not let the Jew walk down the street. They put pickets in 
front of Jewish shops and did not let Poles enter. The situation worsened 
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until 1939, when the war broke out. As soon as the Germans entered Izbica, 
the harassment began. Every Jew wore a yellow patch, it was forbidden to 
walk on the pavement, trade, and food stamps were issued - minimal 
quantities. Besides, they took Jews to various jobs, which they performed 
with beating with clubs and kicks. This lasted until June 22, 1941 []. In the 
morning they gathered all the men in the square, SS officer Dr. Neuman 
chose the part which was loaded onto trucks and sent us to a labor camp in 
Poznań. We were there for twenty-six months in very difficult conditions. 
Many died of typhus. In July 1943 [] we were sent to Birkenau. I was there 
for four months - [it was] very hard. From there they sent me to Jaworzno, to 
a coal mine. At the end of January 1945 [] they sent us on a "death march". 
Who could not go was shot. On April 30, the Americans liberated us. I did 
not return to Poland. 
 
There were a few Jews who returned and stayed at the house of the Bezdrow 
family. They "visited" their Endeks with an ultimatum that if they did not 
leave town within forty-eight hours, they would be carried away. Since 1988 
[] I have visited Izbica four times. I have friends from school there - Tadeusz 
Ciemny and Zofia Szczęśniak.   
 
prepared by: Błażej Nowicki  BIBLIOGRAPHY  Mall V., Die Häftlinge des 
KZ Außenlagers Hailfingen / Tailfingen, Herrenberg / Norderstedt 2014. 
Nowicki P., The accounts of Sara Sznek-Bosak and Wolf Gimpel as a source 
to the history of Izbica Jews - before, during and after the Holocaust, [in:] 
Zapiski Kujawsko-Dobrzyńskie, vol. 25, Włocławek 2010. 
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Biography Izrael Mosze Olewski (1916-1966)  

 
Izrael Mosze Olewski was born on September 26, 1916 in Osięciny, a small 
Polish town. His father was Rabbi Yehuda-Arie Olewski, who came from a 
Hasidic family with a long rabbinical tradition.    
 
Izrael Mosze Olewski - sketch His father died when Izrael was 6 years old, 
leaving him with his widowed mother Hanna-Rivka, his older brother, 8 
years old, Rafael-Gerszon, and his younger brother, 4 years old Naftali. 
Raising the children was entrusted to their grandfather, who died a year 
later. From that moment on, the children were educated by their uncle 
Avraham Noah Nejman, a rabbi from Osięciny. 
 
Izrael Mosze and his brother were then sent to school in nearby Włocławek. 
Israel studied at Yesodei Ha'Torah Heder. His talent was great. At the age of 
10, he was transferred to Beit Yosef Yeshiva, in the same class that his older 
brother, Rafael, attended. In order not to offend his older brother's pride, 
Israel eventually chose another group of young people to study with.   
 
Two brothers lived in Hachnasat Orchim in Włocławek. On frosty winter 
evenings, they were exposed to frosty gusts of wind through a hole in the 
window pane. The brothers covered the hole with a pillow, and for stormy 
nights they arranged hourly changes in the hold of the pillow. One night, 
Rafael was very tired and was sleeping soundly. When he woke up in the 
morning, he saw his younger brother standing with the last last of his 
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strength holding a pillow by the window. "Why didn't you wake me up for 
my shift?" Rafael asked. Izrael Moshe replied: "I never had the opportunity 
to honor my father with a good deed and I thought that I would like to honor 
my older brother ...".   
 
Israel went to Mativta (Yeshiva) in Warsaw to study, and then was admitted 
to the famous Hahamei Lublin Yeshiva. 16-year-old Israel passed the 
entrance exams to the most popular yeshiva in Poland without any problems. 
He began his studies in 1933. During his studies, he was one of the best 
students. Izrael Mosze graduated in 1937 with special honors. Then he began 
to prepare for teaching and received rabbinical ordination from famous 
rabbis, including his uncle from Osięciny. 
 
He married Ruth Kotowska and moved to Izbica Kujawska, where he 
worked as a teacher next to the local rabbi. He also founded the local group 
"Gur Of Hassidim" here. Everyone predicted a bright future for him. Just 
before the outbreak of the war, Izrael Mosze Olewski was appointed rabbi in 
Radziejów Kujawski in 1939.   
 
After the outbreak of World War II, Rabbi Olewski and his family 
experienced many difficulties and humiliations and, as a consequence, 
escaped from Izbica via Klowock (?) To the ghetto in Częstochowa (1941). 
Israel hid his mother, wife and little son, Yehoshua-Leibele, in a bunker. The 
child cried when he was thirsty and his grandmother couldn't help him. 
Israel left the bunker in search of water and was captured by the Nazis. 
Three of the Izrael's family were expelled from the ghetto on September 27, 
1942 and sent to the death camp in Treblinka, where they were murdered 
three days later. In turn, Israel was transferred from one forced labor camp to 
another, including in Buchenwald and Mittelbau-Dora (from January to 
April 1944).   
 
In April 1944 Olewski was deported to the Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp, from which he was liberated on April 15, 1945. The story of 
liberation and the discovery of his older brother in the same camp is an 
unusual thing: The first issue after the liberation was to find tefillin (a leather 
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box with Torah scrolls - BN) During the search in one of the rooms, he 
noticed that one of the men spoke Yiddish with an accent that indicated that 
it might come from Olewski's hometown. Izrael Mosze asked him if he 
knew Rafael Oleski from Osięciny. The man shouted: "Rafael Olewski? He 
is alive and staying here in the next barrack! " Weakened, Olewski went to a 
neighboring block of flats and met his brother, Rafael. 
 
After the liberation, both brothers had a conversation about faith, the 
Holocaust. Raphael spoke hard and bitter words about God. The young rabbi 
smiled and said: "If you have complaints to him, it means that he is still 
acceptable ...".   
 
After the liberation and in accordance with the decision of the Central 
Jewish Survivors Commission from Bergen Belsen, Izrael Moshe left for the 
nearby town of Celle with his brother and a group of 1,124 other Jews. This 
group consisted of Jews from Poland and Hungary. Izrael Mosze Olewski 
was unanimously elected the first rabbi of the new Jewish community in 
Celle.   
 
The rabbi's first decision was to locate a synagogue. For this purpose, the 
house at 24 Im Kreise Street was tidied up, and in the building next door he 
opened a Jewish community office with his brother. Together with Rabbi Dr. 
Eliyahu Munk from London, they started organizing religious and social life, 
providing religious education for Jews from Celle and the surrounding area, 
organizing weddings of the few surviving couples, ensuring the supply of 
kosher meat. Olewski visited Jews, supported and encouraged those who had 
departed from God to return to the practicing Jewish community. In a short 
period of time, there were already 3,700 Jews in Celle - the largest number 
in the history of the city.   
 
Under his leadership, a Jewish school was brought back to life in Celle. One 
of the religious problems of the Jews was obtaining kosher meat from 
slaughter. Thanks to great efforts, the authorities managed to persuade the 
authorities to allocate special places for kosher slaughter in slaughterhouses 
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located in Celle, Hamburg and Landsberg. A restaurant was opened in Celle, 
serving 300 kosher meals a day. 
 
Izrael Moshe established a central rabbinical council and a rabbinical court 
in Bergen-Belsen, and one of his main tasks was to find a solution to the 
problem of abandoned Jewish women who were deemed abandoned. 
Olewski often traveled to various parts of Germany to visit camp survivors, 
presenting detailed reports on the matter to the Central Jewish Commission. 
At the same time, he founded a yeshiva in Landsberg. At the first survivors' 
congress in September Bergen-Belsen (September 1945), Israel Moshe was 
elected a member of the new Central Jewish Commission and Culture 
Commission and called for unity.  
 
In March 1947, he married Zlata Posner, a Holocaust survivor from Zawce 
(?) In Poland.  
 
At the second She'erit Ha-Pleta congress, in July 1947, Rabbi Olewski called 
for the coordination of activities within the Central Jewish Commission and 
the Central Rabbinical Committee. All proposals were accepted. The 
audience appreciated his activity, which was aimed at organizing Jewish 
religious life in difficult times after the war. Olewski always dreamed of 
traveling to Israel, but on the orders of the Gur Rebbe, in November 1950, 
he went to the United States to organize the life of Orthodox Jews there. 
Before traveling to the US, he traveled to Israel to meet the Gur Rebbe. 
 
When he arrived in New York, Rabbi Olewski bought a building in the 
Brooklyn (Williamsburg) part of his own money, where he founded 
Darschey Noam - Anschey PolinYeshiva. Not far from here, he opened the 
Ohel Sarah Schools for girls where his wife, Zlata, taught. It also raised the 
subsidy to the Machzikei Ha'dat Yeshiva school.   
 
One day there was a power cut in New York. The city was paralyzed. 
Children from Machzikei Ha'dat Yeshiva quit their studies and walked back 
on the dark streets, but Rabbi Olewski sat and studied Torah by candlelight, 
as he had done years ago in his hometown in Poland.   
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In 1953, Izrael Moshe went to Detroit to raise funds for the development of 
his institutions. There was an accident on the road. Nine cars were 
destroyed, and Olewski fell through the car's window and landed in a field 
by the road. No one saw him lying there until a helicopter pilot spotted him 
circling the scene and was eventually transported to the hospital.   
 
Rabbi Olewski was a member of the Executive Committee and central 
Agudat Israel institutions in the United States. He visited Israel many times, 
and in the last years of his life he traveled all over Europe as an emissary of 
the Gur institution in Israel.  
 
In 1962, he fell ill with cancer which he fought for four years. Two months 
before his death, he was still actively involved in creating a yeshiva for 
students who traveled from Israel to the United States.   
 
While he was hospitalized, Satmar Rebbe visited him. Before his arrival, 
Rabbi Olewski tried to cover his emaciated cheeks with undercoat so that 
Samar would not be sad about his appearance. 

On the eve of Shavvuot, the famous Bostoner Rebbe visited 
him.  
 
That day Rabbi Olewski spoke Hebrew once more.  Izrael Mosze Oleski 
died on May 26, 1966, under the age of 50.  According to his last will, he 
wanted to be buried in Israel. Thousands of Jews from all over the world 
came to the funeral procession in Brooklyn. His coffin was sent to Israel, 
and on his last journey he was accompanied by his older brother Rafael 
Olewski, who spent the last few weeks of his life with him. The funeral was 
held in Jerusalem with the rare participation of the Gur Rebbe. He was 
buried next to his teacher and mentor, Rabbi Menachem Zemba.  Rabbi of 
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Israel Mosze-Olewski and his wife Zlata had six sons, the first of whom - 
Shmuel died in Europe at a young age.  Two of them live in New York - the 
eldest Yehuda-Arie, who was born in Germany, and David-Shlomo-Zalman, 
who is a yeshiva leader and a famous orator at Agudat Israel. The other two 
sons - Avraham Mordechai and Yaakov-Yitzchak - live in Israel. Another 
son, Jonathan, died in New York City in 2003, aged 50.   
 
Zlata, widow of Rabbi Olewski, died in 2008 in Israel and was buried in 
Jerusalem.   
 
© Arie Olewski & Jochi Ritz-Olewski, Israel Translation from English: Błażej Nowicki 


