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The earliest mention about the settlement goes back to the 11th century. At the time it was 

property of the Abdank (Awdaniec) family, who established the first parish here in the first half of 

the 13th century. At the beginning of the 14th century Izbica was a market settlement located on 

the route linking Włocławek with Kalisz, within the Duchy’s borders and later, up until the 

partition period, within the borders of the Brześć Kujawski Voivodeship. 

In 1394 Maciej, the then owner of Izbica, was granted the Magdeburg law charter act for Izbica 

by the King Władysław II Jagiełło. The town rights were confirmed in 1595. Up until the 19th 

century the town was owned by noble families, amongst them: the Kretkowski family, the 

Latalski family and the Skarbek family. The town development was interrupted by the Swedish 

invasion in the mid-17th century. In 1754 the then owners of Izbica, the Skarbek family, were 

granted a new charter for a town called Nowa Izbica from the King Augustus III. It was 

established to the east of the old town, but remained adjacent to it. Augustyn Słubicki, the new 

owner, introduced a number of new urban planning solutions at the beginning of the 19th 

century. In 1793 the southern Kujawy region became part of Prussia (Southern Prussia); from 

1807 it was part of the Duchy of Warsaw (Poznań Department), and from 1815 part of the 

Kingdom of Poland (Kalisz Voivodeship, subsequently Warsaw and Kalisz Province), governed by 

the Russian Kings-Tsars. In 1870 Izbica lost its town rights and regained them as late as 1973. 

In the 19th century the religious structure of Izbica began to alter, as the number of Jews and 

Evangelicals increased. In the same century the town became seat of the borough administration 

and the court. Izbica, however, remained sunk in a small town tedium, its only role being the 

centre of local trade, crafts and small industry (clothing, acetic, haberdashery), to cater for the 

agricultural base. At the beginning of the 20th century there were 64 shops, 5 butcher stalls, 5 

bakeries, 1 confectionery and 2 restaurants. During the First World War Germans occupying the 

Kingdom of Poland constructed a narrow-gauge railway connecting Włocławek with Koło and 

Sempolno, which ran via Izbica. 

After Poland regained its independence Izbica became part of the Koło County within the Łódź 
Voivodeship (from 1938 Poznań Voivodeship). In the 1920s there were 106 shops and 60 

workshops in town. There was no industry here, except for 2 motor mills, 6 windmills towering 

over the whole town and one sawmill. During the Second World War, in which half of the 

population perished (mainly residents of Jewish origin), Izbica was incorporated into the Reich 

(Warthegau (Wartheland)). On January 21, 1945 the Red Army seized control over the town. 

At present there is small food industry in operation in Izbica (a dairy, a poultry abattoir, a mill). 

The town is also known for its wicker products. In the years 1975-98 Izbica was part of the 

Włocławek Voivodeship, and from 1999 part of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie (Kuyavian-Pomeranian) 

Voivodeship (Włocławek County). In 2012 Izbica Kujawska totalled 2.800 residents. 
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History 
The earliest historical source mentioning Jews in Izbica dates back to 1662. It says that 

Dobrochna, a Jewish woman from Izbica, bought platters stolen from the manor house of 

nobleman Andrzej Plecki at a fair in Kłodawa. 

The Jews settling in Izbica quickly became the dominant force in local trade and some sectors of 

artisan production. In 1793, 10 out of the 13 merchants in the settlement were Jewish. Jews also 

worked as bakers (three people), butchers (6), alcohol sellers (1), tailors (8), furriers (3), glaziers 

(2), goldsmiths (1), surgeons, and barbers (1). 

Groundwork for the dynamic development of the community was laid by the privilege obtained by 

the Jews of Izbica on 20 June 1796 from Kacper, Count of Skarbek. It guaranteed Jews freedom 

of practicing trade and crafts. It for example stipulated that “[e]very merchant in various goods 

and spices, wool, cloth, shall be allowed to import and trade in these goods and sell them at a 

fair price, while craftsmen shall be free to practice their professions, bakers to bake bread, 

butchers to slaughter and sell cattle…”[1.1] In return for various tributes and fees paid to court, 

the landlord promised to map out parcels for the construction of a stone synagogue and the 

rabbi’s house free of charge. The cemetery was to be maintained by the kehilla. The owner of 

Izbica reserved the right to approve the selection of the rabbi, melamed, and the elders of the 

kehilla, as well as the right to make legislative changes for a defined charge. Jews could only 

settle in the town with the court’s consent, after paying a fee for the kehilla. The court was 

obliged to take care of the kehilla and the judiciary. 

In 1826, the members of the Synagogue Supervision were: Samson Nasielski, Kajfasz Izbicki, and 

Beniamin Wilczyński, while the Representative Council of the kehilla comprised Wolf Czamański, 

Lewin Nasielski, Groner Bernstein. The community authorities signed a new agreement with the 

court on behalf of 120 members of the kehilla (men). The subsequent owners of the estate 

would not have the right to prohibit Jews to trade in selected goods (wool, cloth, spices, silk, dry 

goods, salt, herring) or introduce any restrictions on Jewish crafts, except for the production and 

sale of alcohol products and vinegar. The annual rent for the usufruct of plots holding the 

synagogue, the school, the hospital, and the cemetery with adjacent garden of the caretaker was 

defined at 1,200 zlotys. The agreement also stipulated that the rabbi, melamed, school principal, 

and the scribe copying Torah scrolls would be exempt from payments to the court. The estate 

owner gave Jews the right to construct new buildings on plots at Kaliska, Żydowska, and 

Aleksandrowska Streets. The agreement expired in 1865. 



As it transpires from the contracts concluded by the representatives of Izbica Jews with the 

court, a fully organised kehilla had been founded in the town by the end of the 18th century. In 

1801, it owned a synagogue, known as the “Old Synagogue.”[1.2] It is difficult to determine 

whether the community started construction works of the new stone synagogue mentioned in the 

agreement of 1796. It would seems that it did not and instead continued to use the existing one. 

In 1847, the Old Synagogue was in a bad technical condition. It was renovated in the years 

1847–1857 and remained open until 1895. 

It was only in 1880 that construction began on a stone synagogue. The temple was officially 

opened in 1888, although finishing works and furnishing the building dragged on until 1895. 

Located at 16 Kolska Street, the new synagogue was a Neo-Classical building on a rectangular 

floor plan, with an apse-like annex and a rectangular extension serving as the vestibule. The year 

1886 saw the construction of a beth midrash. It survived until 1939. In the 19th century, a 

yeshiva was established in Izbica, soon gaining significant renown in the region. It was attended 

by several dozen Hasidim. There were also several Hasidic shtiebelekh in the town. A communal 

prayer house operated in the Kotowski’s private house until 1922. A Jewish cemetery was 

founded on the hill outside the town at the end of the 18th century. Its area was probably 

enlarged after 1930. Besides the settlement of Izbica Kujawska, the kehilla also had jurisdiction 

over nearby villages: Ciepliny, Kazanki, Śmielnik, and Zagrodnica. In 1921, the community had 

1,405 members, in 1936 – 1,548, in 1939 – ca. 1,600. 

The local Jews often cooperated with the Christian population, for example in the Committee of 

Bringing Help to the Poorest in Izbica Kujawska. It was established on 28 September 1932 on the 

initiative of Father Guranowski, Mojsze Bauman, Dawid Halter, Eliasz Izbicki, and Mojsze Śliwka. 

Another joint organisation was the Association of Real Property Owners, registered on 17 July 

1935. Anti-Jewish sentiments started to be more prominent in the 1930s. On 1 March 1938, the 

members of the National Party (Stronnictwo Narodowe) spattered three signs on Jewish-owned 

shops with ink. 

Jews made significant contributions to the economic life of the town and its vicinity. In the years 

1916–1917, out of all 64 shops open in the town, 30 (46%) were owned by Jews, and in 1920 – 

40 out of all 52 shops (77%). In 1919, there were 17 ‘large’ stores in Izbica, all Jewish-owned; 

Szoel Topiński, Icek Topiński, Jakub Menche, Szemel Blitz sold animal hides, Fradel Izbicki, 

Mordka Zieliński – shoes, Tobiasz Bielawski – furs and sheepskin coats, Mojsze Bielawski, Mojsze 

Izbicki – underwear and body stockings, Icek Hersz Bryll, Izrael Bryll, Michael Jakubowski, Luzer 

Jakubowski, Fałek Złotogórski, Dawid Prochownik, Icek Lubiński – textiles and ready-to-wear 

clothes. Some of the wealthiest residents of the town were merchants trading with Jewish 

owners of local land estates. For example, Bieżyński, the owner of Osiecz Wielki (he sold his 

estate in April 1919 to Wittelschein, an Evangelical Christian, and left for Warsaw) employed 

Rywen Katz and Majlech Stachelberg as administrators of his estate and a plot in the forest in 

Osiecz Wielka. Icek Majer Boroba and Abram Hołkiewicz managed the Chociszew manor farm. 

In the years 1926–1927, Izrael Sztachelberg and Samuel Wizer owned land estates near Izbica. 

Some of the most affluent merchants from the town were Szmul Majer Abramowicz, Mendel 



Salmonowicz, and traders in grain and cereal products: Eliasz Izbicki, Zysel Łepek, Mojsze 

Wajmtak, Lejzor Łepek, Szmul Sochaczewski, Rojza Szabimska, Mojsze Dobrzyński, Mojsze 

Bauman (he was also the co-owner of a local mill) and Lejb Winter. Among other Jew engaged in 

trade were M. Mamelak (cotton), Elert brothers (cattle), T. Izbicki, A. Ungier, Wiesental, A. Wolf, 

M. Zielińska, S. Zielińska (shoes), M. Mamelak, Mordka Markowski, Moszek Markowski (eggs and 

dairy products), J. Izbicki (grain), D. Parzęczewski, M. Sperling (horses), E. Bądźzdrów, S. 

Bądźzdrów, S. Dobczyńska, H. Ferszt, S. Fiszer, J. Frenkiel, J. Frohman, R. Grojnowski, J. Kohn, 

M. Kohn, M. Lewi, S. Lewi, J. Lurie, T. Łepek, G. Mamelak, A. Pelcner, W. Pelcner, A. 

Przednówek, M. Rozental, A. Rozental, M. Sochaczewski (manufacturing workshops), A. Blitz, M. 

Markowski, J. Menche, L. Zyskind (animal hides), M. Drachman, R. Gimpel, R. Grojnowska, S. 

Łaski, C. Mamelak, T. Winer (groceries), I. Blumenfeld (glass and porcelain), M. Szlamowicz 

(tobacco products), Icek Bryl, Izrael Bryl, G. Dobryński, B. Fiszer, M. Jakubowicz, C. Lubiński, D. 

Kalman (ready-to-wear clothes), J. Praszkier, T. Winer (wines), M. Bielawski, I. Bernsztejn, M. 

Izbicki, S. Rotenberg, F. Topińska (accessories), Z. Zandberg (hats), H. Auerbach, J. Kühn, M. 

Bibrowski, K. Lejman, L. Nasielski, N. Nosow, B. Piechotka, I. Czerniak, S. Danielski, C. Dobryński, 

H. Radziejewska, M. Dobryński, Z. Radziejewska, E. Rafałowicz, E. Izbicka, E. Izbicki, S. 

Rotenberg, S. Rozenberg, L. Jakubowski, I. Rozental, M. Sochaczewski, S. Kotowski, M. 

Szlamowicz, M. Wajnsztok, M. Warszawski, B. Waserman, I. Węgorz, J. Winer, H. Złotogórska 

(colonial goods). 

Craftsmen made up a less numerous group. There were 40 Jews out of all 43 active tailors in the 

town (93%), 8 out of 18 shoemakers (44%), 5 out of 6 capmakers (83%), and 7 out of 13 

leatherworkers (54%). There were also some Jewish metalsmiths, bakers, butchers, and 

representatives of other crafts (metalsmiths: F. Fersz, J. Wiland, A. Złotnicki, bakers: I. Bauman, 

A. Grimpel, A. Rozental, M. Rozental, Moszek Rozental, M. Sosnowiec, M. Sznek, D. Zygier, 

tailors: Z. Goljan, C. Krygier, E. Krygier, D. Lubiński, watchmaker: D. Francuz, shoemakers: O. 

Kirchenbaum, L. Najhaus, M. Niezgódzki, G. Szerman, A. Wizental, hairdressers: B. Moszkowski, 

S. Zontag, butchers: E. Lejman, H. Lejman, I. Łepek, I. Nosol, F. Przedecki. A. Reis, I. Rozental). 

Few Jews worked in other trades. In the 1920s, Zalman Kłubski and Moszek Łepek ran a 

transport company. It provided a bus service on the route to Koło. Among the physicians running 

practices in Izbica were Chaim Klein (in the years 1924–1930), M. Dojcze, Henryk Lipszyc, dentist 

Majer Bokman, and paramedic Jakub Pajecki (since 1913). M. Rozental ran a restaurant. 

The Jewish population lived mainly in Poznańska Street (23% of the total population), at the 

Market Square (26%), in Staromiejska Street (13%), Kaliska Street (12%), Krzywa Street (11%), 

and Aleksandrowska Street (8%). Several families lived in Augustowska Street (2%), Kościelna 

Street (3.5%), Toruńska Street (0,5%), and Nowomiejska Street (1%). 

In January 1923, the community board comprised Jakub Winer, Eliasz Izbicki, Szoel Krakowski, 

Dawid Halter. The composition of the board after the election of 1924 is not known. The 

subsequent elections were held on 20 May 1931 and 30 August 1936. Beer Kon (Kohn) probably 

served as the local rabbi until 1937. He was born in 1873 and raised in a family with rabbinical 

traditions from Ozorków. His father Moyshe Boruch Kohn was the rabbi of Izbica Kujawska at the 



turn of the 20th century. Beer Kon had a large family. His wife Pessa née Kochańska (d. 1931) 

gave him at least 12 children (daughters: Chaja, Łaja, Jochwet, Estera, Frajda, Ruchla, Dwojra, 

Gołda Rojza, sons: Abe, Hersz). His successor was Szlama Grudziński (Gródziński). In the years 

1919–1924, he was the rabbi of Radziejów Kujawski, and then of Zagórowo in the years 1924–

1937 (or 1938). He was probably the last rabbi of Izbica.[1.3] 

After the German invasion of Poland in 1939, the Jewish population was subjected to various 

persecutions. In November, the Germans organised mass burning of books, during which the 

rabbi was probably forced to jump to his death from the roof of the beth midrash. The 

synagogue was converted into a granary in September 1939. In early 1940, a part of the Jewish 

population of Izbica was moved to the ghettos in Babiak and Nowiny Brdowskie. In May 1940, 

young people were taken to the labour camp in Mogilno. On 24 June 1941, all Jewish men were 

arrested. A selection was carried out, with 225 people sent to the labour camps in Inowrocław 

and Poznań. 

In January 1941, a ghetto wad formed at Garbarska Street. Its population comprised ca. 1,000 

people. On 9 March 1941, a transport of Jews from Rżgów was brought to the ghetto; they were 

sent to the death camp in Chełmno (Kulmhof) on 12 January 1942. In January 1941, two Jews 

were sentenced to death for unlawful possession of a radio receiver and spreading information 

broadcast by radio stations based in London. 

The Izbica Ghetto was liquidated on 14–15 January 1942. The operation started with mass 

execution of the members of the Judenrat in the nearby forest. Some 100 people were killed on 

the spot during the process of deporting 900–1,000 Jews to the death camp in Chełmno. At the 

beginning of January 1942, a group of 15 Jews from Izbica was brought to Babiak and then sent 

to Chełmno. One of the people who managed to escape from the camp in Chełmno was Szlamek 

(Szlama Ber Winer) from Izbica – he was the first person to inform the inhabitants of the Warsaw 

Ghetto of the mass genocide of Jews.[1.4] 

The first Survivors returned to Izbica in the second half of 1945 and established a branch of the 

Central Committee of Polish Jews in the town. In January 1946, it had 15 members, and in late 

1946 – 25 (including nine women). In 1947, the number of Jews registered in the branch 

fluctuated between 22 and 25. There were still 22 Jewish people in Izbica in 1948, but they were 

migrating from the town one by one. When the committee branch was dissolved in December 

1949, only one Jew still lived in Izbica.[1.5] 
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