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JEWS IN IZBICA KUJAWSKA   
Biographies  Wolf Gimpel (1921-2004): his biography and 
memories Wolf Gimpel.  
 
(Source: Izbica Kujawska website: http://izbica-
kujawska.com/informacje/zydzi_biografie_wolf_gimpel.php 
-translated by Ken Drabinsky using Google Translate) 

 
Who was the Jewish citizen of Izbica whose fate caught the 
interest of both Polish and German historians?  
In the fall of 2003, Przemysław Nowicki received Gimpel's 
memoirs. They were written on four one-sided A4 sheets of paper. 
The account was not written by the author, but probably by 
someone of his friends. The text in its entirety was first published 
in the 25th jubilee volume of "Notes from Kujawsko-Dobrzyńskie" 
in 2010 (together with the memories of another person - Sara 
Sznek-Bosak). Four years later, on the German publishing market, 
a book by Volker Malla, "Die Häftlinge des KZ Außenlagers 
Hailfingen / Tailfingen" (Prisoners of the Hailfingen / Tailfingen 
subcamp), was published on the German publishing market, which 
was the result of over 10 years of collaboration between Volker 
Malla and Harold Roth in recreating the biographies of 
concentration camp prisoners Hailfingen / Tailfingen (which is a 
subcamp of the German concentration camp Natzweiler-Struthof). 
Among the many profiles of prisoners there is a biography of Wolf 
Gimpel. In turn, at the beginning of the 90s of the last century, a 
documentary about Wolf was released. These are sufficient 
arguments to learn about the fate of this Izbiczan, right? 
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Wolf Gimpel (source: V. Mall, "Die Häftlinge des KZ Außenlagers 
Hailfingen / Tailfingen", p. 129) 
	
Wolf Gimpel was born on August 10, 1921 in Izbica Kujawska. He 
was the son of Michał Gimpel (born 1895) and Dobryś née 
Łepków (born around 1885), a married couple who got married in 
1919. The Gimpls lived at Garbarska Street, where they "bought 
poultry, calves and dairy products" . Wolf had numerous siblings: 
sisters Tauba (born around 1917; died on August 6, 1921) and Sura 
(born on March 4, 1923), and brothers: Icek (born probably on 
September 12, 1923; died on February 19, 1932). r.) and Gimpla 
(born May 10, 1915). The latter fought in the September 1939 
campaign. His companions in the fight were other Izbiczanie of 
Jewish origin: Ruben and Sender Markowski and Mosze 
Przedecki. They all fought in the ranks of the 29th Grodno Infantry 
Division, which was part of the "Prussia" Army. After the defeat of 
the Battle of Piotrków Trybunalski, they were finally sent to the 
camp of Jewish prisoners of war in Biała Podlaska, where they 
were murdered in September 1939. Gimpel's parents did not 
escape death at the hands of the occupant. 
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His mother died in 1942 in the Kulmhof am Ner extermination 
camp, and his father a year later in Auschwitz-Birkenau. As a 
child, Wolf Gimpel was a student of the cheder, a religious school 
maintained by the Jewish community, where children mainly 
learned to read in Hebrew from the primer and the Book of 
Leviticus. It is likely that Wolf spent most of the day in this school, 
he was very close to it, as it was located at ul. Garbarska, as well as 
his family home. Later, he went to a seven-grade elementary 
school (former Evangelical school), attended mainly by students 
from the western part of the settlement and from nearby villages, 
where a large part of the inhabitants were Germans. Wolf Gimpel 
lived to see the beginning of the war in Izbica Kujawska and 
became convinced of the strength of the anti-Jewish policy 
implemented by the Nazi authorities, including In Izbica, books of 
religious worship were publicly burnt, the occupiers organized 
parades of Jews in religious costumes around Plac Wolności, 
making them sing songs such as: "We were taught by the golden 
Hitler to work, and Śmigły-Rydz did not teach anything." In 
November, the Germans burnt the local synagogue, and an open 
ghetto was established at ul. Garbarska. In 1940, Wolf Gimpel 
found himself in the Łódź ghetto, which was established on 
February 8, 1940 in the northern part of the city (Bałuty district) 
and partly in the city center. It is not known exactly how long Wolf 
stayed there, but it can be assumed that he left the Łódź ghetto 
before his final isolation from the rest of the city (April 1940) and 
returned to Izbica. 
	
On June 22, 1941, he was deported to a labor camp in Poznań. 
Then, on August 23, 1943, he was sent to the Auschwitz 
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concentration camp, and then to the coal mine in Jaworzno (it was 
a sub-camp of Auschwitz). On October 26, 1944, he was 
transferred to Stutthof (it seems, however, that it is Struthof, a 
camp superior to Hailfingen / Tailfingen - note by BN) and from 
there at the end of November 1944 to the concentration camp of 
Hailfingen / Tailfingen (KZ-Außenlager Hailfingen- Tailfingen). 
He worked in a kommando in the Reusten quarry and had to 
transport the bodies of prisoners with wheelbarrows to mass graves 
and bury them there. This is how this period in his life after many 
years was reported by Wolf: "It was then a bitter welcome (the 
night arrival in the rain to Tailfingen), with dogs, one could say, 
skinned us to the bone [...] The name of the camp director I cannot 
recall . I only know that we nicknamed him "Tarzan". The man 
was very brutal and beat prisoners many times. In addition, I can 
add that the prisoner, who I believe was from Lithuania, was shot 
by SS-Mann because he had taken a beetroot. We prisoners were 
led to work in the column. We passed a ditch with fodder beets. 
The prisoner ran out of line and took a beetroot. When SS-Mann 
saw this, he shot him with a submachine gun. " 
	
After the liberation of the Hailfingen camp, Wolf Gimpel was 
deported to Dautmergen in mid-February 1945. From Dautmergen, 
the guards ordered the remaining prisoners to move towards Lake 
Constance. Anyone unable to walk was shot. "Then they took us to 
the barn and we knew: The end is coming. They brought barrels of 
gasoline and they wanted to blow us up or burn us. There was a 
misunderstanding between the SS people and they didn't. We were 
driven out again during the night and we were supposed to run 
towards Lindau. that they could sink us there on a ship. French 
tanks finally arrived on April 21, 1945. The prisoners rushed 
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towards them, the Germans threw grenades at them. There were 
hundreds of people killed. In Ostrach in Upper Swabia, we reached 
a forest, in which the SS fought with Moroccan troops. The 
survivors were released on April 22 in Altshausen and Ostrach. 
The next morning I went with my friends to Saulgau: ... and then it 
was the end. It was sunny, spring came. " 
	
From April to August 1945, Wolf Gimpel stayed in Landsberg and 
then settled in Munich. There he married Zwetla / Zwitka, née 
Metzger (born on April 3, 1922 in Dąbrowa Górnicza). They had 
two children: Salomon and Dora (born December 24, 1946). Wolf 
left for Israel after 1948, but professional matters made both Israel 
and the newly created Federal Republic of Germany become 
parallel places to live for Gimpel - adopted homelands. Wolf 
Gimpel has been running a business in the tourism and hotel 
industry for many years. In the capital of Israel - Tel-Aviv, he 
owned a hotel called "Hotel Adiv", he also ran a similar activity in 
Munich.  As part of a query by the "National Socialism in the 
Tübingen County" group at the University of Tübingen, Utz Jeggle 
interviewed Wolf Gimp on February 14, 1986. At Utz Jeggle's 
invitation, Wolf Gimpel and his wife visited Rottenburg and 
Tailfingen in the spring of 1988. At the turn of 1991/1992, 
Wolfram Frank made the documentary "Return - Wolf Gimpel's 
testimony" commissioned by "Der Haus der Geschichte Baden-
Würtemberg" (original title: "Rückkehr - Das Zeugnis des Wolf 
Gimpel").  In 1997, Wolf Gimpel contacted Thomas Meffert, who 
was writing his thesis on KZ-Außenlager. Gimpel visited Poland 
several times, including Izbica Kujawska, because he still had 
Polish friends from the school bench. During Gimpel's visit in 
2000 to Izbica Kujawska, Przemysław Nowicki met him. 
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Wolf Gimpel died in 2004 in Herzliya Pituach. The exact date of 
his death is disputed. Przemysław Nowicki, referring to the 
information obtained from Eran Steinbach, the manager of "Hotel 
Adiv", states that the death took place in May. The exact date of 
April 22, 2004 is given in the publication by Volker Malla.  Wolf 
Gimpel's report is published below. During the preparation of the 
text of the report for the publication in "Zapiski Kujawsko-
Dobrzyńskie", Przemysław Nowicki corrected spelling and 
stylistic errors. He left the spelling of the names, parties and 
organizations in it unchanged. In square brackets, he completed the 
text of the relation.  For the purposes of this article, on the Izbica 
Kujawska Online website, I removed a significant part of the 
footnotes added by Przemysław Nowicki, leaving only four, 
shortened by me, which are enclosed in brackets. 

 
http://www.kz-gedenkstaette-hailfingen-tailfingen.de/ 
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THE RELATION OF WOLF GIMPLA    
 
Excerpt from the first page of Wolf Gimpel's account (source: 
private collection of Przemysław Nowicki) I was born in the city 
of Izbica Kujawska. From the day I began to understand and 
remember, the financial [and] social situation was not easy. Most 
of the Jews had financial problems. The main professions were: 
tailoring, shoemaking, tinsmithing and small trade. There were a 
few wealthy citizens in Izbica, but there was no middle class. As 
for the liberal professions - there was no local - [a] if, they came 
from the area. But there was Palęski's medical assistant (Jakub 
Pajęcki, a medical assistant - B.N.), and everyone trusted him. As 
children, we played in the street after school. From the windows of 
the craftsmen, we heard the lyrics of the songs. Most Jews were 
religious, even orthodox. We prayed three times a day. There was a 
synagogue, a chazan Wolkowicz. There was a choir of children 
and youth. Next to the synagogue there was a Beit Hamidrash, 
where the Chazan Herszt Wolf Frajlich and his two sons prayed. 
Rabbi Baruch Kohen also lived there (it is about Rabbi Beer Kohn 
1873-1937 - note B.N). There was also a mikveh where Baruch 
Izbicki worked. This building now houses the commune office 
(Wolf Gimpel's mistake, the offices of the Commune Cooperative 
were located there, the building was demolished in 2008, in its 
place a private owner built a commercial facility - note B.N). At 
the age of five or seven, we went to the cheder. We learned 
"Torah" and "Tanach" - "" [and] at the same time we learned the 
Jewish language in writing and reading. Our teachers were: Awram 
Bratman, Chemia Szmulewicz, Icyk Jakubowski, Froim 
Konfederak. At the age of seven, we started learning at a Polish 
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school There was tension, beatings between Jewish and Polish 
students, and frequent shouts of "Jews to Palestine" were heard. 
	

In the 1930s, the Bej tar, Szomer Hatzair and the "Makabi" sports 
club were founded, which also had an orchestra led by 
Lewandowski. The orchestra was played by, among others: the 
Szperling brothers, the Zieliński brothers, and Lipman Wajsztok. 
This supposedly regulated life lasted until the death of Józef 
Piłsudzki (about Józef Piłsudski, the Marshal of Poland 1867-1935 
- note by B.N.) in 1935. The situation got much worse. The tension 
between Poles and Jews grew. A highly anti-Semitic party was 
formed, and the slogan: "Jews to Palestine" was repeated [was], as 
well as fairy tales about using the blood of Polish children to bake 
matzah [which] they stuck in the heads of simpletons. Not to 
mention the militias - battering players who would not let the Jew 
walk down the street. They put pickets in front of Jewish shops and 
did not allow Poles to enter. The situation worsened until 1939, 
when the war broke out. As soon as the Germans entered Izbica, 
the harassment began. Every Jew wore a yellow patch, it was 
forbidden to walk on the pavement, trade, and food stamps were 
issued - minimal quantities. Besides, they took Jews to various 
jobs, which they performed with beating with clubs and kicks. This 
lasted until June 22, 1941 []. In the morning they gathered all the 
men in the square, SS officer Dr. Neuman chose the part which 
was loaded onto trucks and sent us to a labor camp in Poznań.  
 
We were there for twenty-six months in very difficult conditions. 
Many died of typhus. In July 1943 [] we were sent to Birkenau. I 
was there for four months - [it was] very hard. From there they sent 
me to Jaworzno, to a coal mine. At the end of January 1945 [] they 
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sent us on a "death march". Who could not go was shot. On April 
30, the Americans liberated us. I did not return to Poland. 
There were a few Jews who returned and stayed at the house of the 
Bezdrow family. They "visited" their Endeks with an ultimatum 
that if they did not leave town within forty-eight hours, they would 
be exalted. Since 1988 [] I have visited Izbica four times. I have 
friends from school there - Tadeusz Ciemny and Zofia Szczęśniak.   
 
 
prepared by: Błażej Nowicki   
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